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The Fairfield Downtown Association Board of Directors and Promotions Committee have published the 2005 event calendar.

March 28th- The Fairfield Downtown Association will participate in the Tenth Annual Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce Business Expo held from 4pm to 7pm at the Hilton Garden Inn in Fairfield.

April 9th- The Fairfield Downtown Association congratulates Solano County on the grand opening of its new Government Center with a merchant open house and sidewalk sale on Saturday, April 9th from 10am to 5pm.  School music groups from all over the county will perform at the Community Plaza adjacent to the Government Center, and food vendors will have booths set up in the area.  Jugglers, clowns and other street performers will be on hand to entertain the visitors while they shop and tour the new county facilities.  Dana Smith and his performing dog Lacey will perform and the Hipwaders will provide musical entertainment.  

April 11th- The Association sponsors its annual Chamber of Commerce Mixer.  This year the celebration of downtown’s businesses will take place at Pepper Belly’s Comedy and Variety Theater from 5:30 to 7:00pm.  Danc-Sing Stars Studio and Brantley’s Taekwondo Academy will perform, and door prizes and a sizeable raffle will accompany an evening of fine dining provided by downtown restaurants.  Downtown business owners will display their goods and services providing a networking opportunity for Chamber of Commerce members and guests.

May 5th through October 6th- The Certified Farmers Market season opens on Thursday, May 5th from 4 – 8 pm with major enhancements.  The market will open in a new setting- the new Solano County Government Center and Community Plaza at the corner of Texas Street and Jefferson Street, and welcomes a new market manager- Pacific Coast Farmers Market Association.  The market will feature its traditional array of farm fresh produce, gourmet foods and crafts plus some new treats.  In addition, live music and free children’s arts and craft projects will be featured on the Plaza between 5 and 7pm.  Parking for the market will be available in the near-by multi level County Government Center parking lot a short stroll down Jefferson Street.  Opening day on May 5th promises to be a special event.  Plans include a celebration surrounding a Cinco de Mayo theme.

July 4th- The Independence Day Parade marches down Texas Street.  The parade assembles on Webster Street at Kentucky Street, and begins at 10am.  The route extends west on Kentucky Street to Taylor Street where it turns south.  At Texas Street it turns east and continues to Washington Street where it disbands at the Kentucky Street intersection.   From 11am to 2pm there will be a barbeque and free concert on the Solano County Government Center Plaza (corner of Jefferson Street and Texas Street).  Proceeds from the barbeque will benefit a local non-profit group.  This year’s Grand Marshal is recently retired Fairfield Police Officer Ed Gebing who has been a strong supporter of the Fairfield Downtown Association events for over thirty years.  Officer Gebing was frequently seen protecting parade entries and ensuring that the parade assembly went smoothly.

August 13th- The Fourteenth Annual Tomato Festival returns featuring more than one hundred varieties of locally grown heirloom tomatoes and an assortment of gourmet tomato products for tasting and sale.  The popular tomato eating contest returns, and the “Attack of the Killer Tomatoes” Film Festival, free arts and craft activities for children and farmers market all return.  The Soroptimist Club of Northern Solano County will present the Tomato Cooking Contest at the Hilton Garden Inn the weekend before the festival with the winners announced on festival day.  Joining the festival for the second year is the West Coast Barbeque Championship.  Tomato Contest winners will demonstrate the winning recipes.  Live music will be performed on two stages, including a new venue- the Solano County Community Plaza.  Over 150 crafters and artisans will be on hand, and there will be a variety of delicious foods to choose from.  Downtown restaurants will offer Tomato Festival menu specials and merchants will offer in-store specials.  Free shuttle bus service will run from Solano Mall’s Transit stop on Gateway Blvd to the festival.  Live musical entertainment will be presented on two stages.  The main stage will be located at the Solano County Government Center Plaza, and will feature Stark Rhythm Maniacs, Silver Spur, Papa Joe and the Bouncers, the Del Campo Dancers and Julio Bravo.  The second stage, located near the intersections of Texas and Great Jones Streets, will feature Special Request, Bautista and Pamela Rose.  Local school groups will also perform.

October 7th- The Second Annual Evening of Wine and Chocolate will be held at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts.  This semi-formal event features the finest gourmet chocolates paired with select regional wines and hors d'oeuvres.  Local artists will display their works for sale and a silent auction and raffle top off the evening.  Proceeds from the evening benefit the fund for public art in Fairfield.  The first mural provided for with this funding will be unveiled at the Candy Festival.
October 8th- The Fifth Annual Candy Festival is a family event that has become a hit regionally.  Over thirty candy-related companies fill two pavilions on Texas Street for sampling and buying.  Nearly 200 craft and commercial booths, international food favorites and live music fill seven blocks of Texas Street- from Pennsylvania Avenue to Union Avenue, with a whole stage of live music on the Solano County Government Center plaza.  Fairfield Community Services Department joins the Fairfield Downtown Association to provide extensive children’s activities, including football toss, soccer course, basketball, hands-on arts and crafts, face painting, penny arcade, inflatable fun, pony rides, an entertainment stage featuring multi-cultural performers and “Candy Factor.”    The Candyland Stage will be located at the Solano County Government Center Plaza, and will feature live musical entertainment all day, including Blue Blazes, Loose Acoustical Trio and the Silver Dollar Jazz Band.  School groups and local performers will join the professionals throughout the day.

October 30th- In cooperation with Fairfield Center for Creative Arts, the downtown merchants will present their third Downtown Trick or Treat from 1pm to 4pm.  Darsen Long and the FCCA staff create a truly horrifying Haunted Theater.  Children will be invited to trick or treat safely downtown then visit the theater to enjoy thrills and chills.

December 2nd- Holiday Night of Lights returns to downtown.  Santa Clause will arrive at 6pm and will light the Community Christmas Tree in its new location, the Solano County Government Center Plaza.  Local schools and performers will provide musical entertainment along Texas Street, and balloon artists and face painters will available.  Children can visit with Santa at Barb’s Deli from 6:30 until 8:30pm, and families can take carriage rides around downtown.  Joe’s Buffet will sponsor ornament decorating and Rosanna’s Bakery will sponsor cookie decorating.  

Sponsorship and Volunteer opportunities are available at all the downtown events.  For more information, call the Fairfield Downtown Association at 707-422-0103, or visit our website at www.fairfielddowntown.com.

