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Special Sign District

The Fairfield City Council approved a Special Sign District for downtown, covering the use of temporary sidewalk signs- A Frames.  In making its approval for the program, the Planning Commission mandated a six-month review period during which the Planning Department, Community Development Department and Fairfield Downtown Association would review the ordinance to work on ways to improve it, make it easier to use and to enforce it.  Recently, Curt Johnston, Julia Moseley, Erin Beavers and Joe Lucchio worked with Public Works to streamline the application and fee process.

The Fairfield Downtown Association has received a “Master Permit” for the portable signs.  Each individual business owner now only needs to submit a short form application with a $9 fee and verification of liability insurance.  

In January, a workshop and hearing will be held to further fine tune the ordinance to assist business owners.  All merchants should plan to attend the meeting to work out any issues with the ordinance or its process.

It has been suggested that FDA develop a catalog of acceptable signs including pricing from two or three area sign companies so business owners have a clear idea of what is acceptable.  If you are interested in helping with this very important project please call the FDA office or Beautification Chair Cathi Jasso (428-1105).

2007 Calendar

At its meeting on December 7th, the FDA Board of Directors voted to move the Tomato Festival to the 

third Saturday in August to ensure a supply of heirloom tomatoes and to limit conflict with other regional events.  The 2007 Tomato Festival will fall on Saturday, August 18th, from 10am to 6pm.  The 

other special events remain as planned on the calendar, with details tentative pending the work of the Promotions Committee and staff:

Chamber of Commerce Business Expo- March 26th 

The Expo is held at the Hilton Garden Inn from 4pm to 7pm, and is a chance to showcase area businesses.  If you’re a Chamber member, you can have an individual booth space.  FDA members are encouraged to share brochures and promotional items through the FDA booth.  Contact Lynn or Emily for specifics.  General admission is $15.

FDA Chamber of Commerce Mixer- April 9th
The FDA sponsors this mixer, from 5:30 to 7pm.  It’s our chance to turn the spotlight on the businesses of downtown.  Pepper Belly’s donates the site, and downtown restaurants are invited to provide the side dishes and desserts, with Jeff Jones of the West Coast Barbeque Championship cooking chicken for us.  FDA members are invited to distribute brochures and promotional items.  General admission is $10.

Certified Farmers Market:  Every Thursday from May 3rd to October 4th

The Certified Farmers Market returns to County Center Plaza from 4 to 8pm.  Downtown merchants are entitled to free booth space depending on vendor attendance, so contact Pacific Coast Farmers Market Association (925-825-9000) early for available dates.  Jefferson Street between Texas Street and the alley will be closed from 1pm until 9pm.  Demolition of the former County Hall of Records and Bay View Bank buildings may have some effect on parking for the market, but Texas Street will remain open through the weekly event.

Independence Day Parade: July 4th- 10am

Independence Day falls on Wednesday this year, and the mid-week event usually means greater parade attendance.  Parade assembly will begin at 6:30am along Webster Street north of Kentucky Street.  The parade will begin at 10am, and will follow Kentucky St to Taylor St to Texas St to Washington St and back to Kentucky St.  Sections of each of those streets will be closed in a rolling closure from about 8am to about 12:30pm, but opened as soon after the last entry has passed the area as is safe.  

Association (925-825-9000) early for available dates.  Jefferson Street between Texas Street and the alley will be closed from 1pm until 9pm.  Demolition of the former County Hall of Records and Bay View Bank buildings may have some effect on parking for the market, but Texas Street will remain open through the weekly event.
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Independence Day falls on Wednesday this year, and the mid-week event usually means greater parade attendance.  Parade assembly will begin at 6:30am along Webster Street north of Kentucky Street.  The parade will begin at 10am, and will follow Kentucky St to Taylor St to Texas St to Washington St and back to Kentucky St.  Sections of each of those streets will be closed in a rolling closure from about 8am to about 12:30pm, but opened as soon after the last entry has passed the area as is safe.  

Entry fee is $35, and is very inexpensive advertising for any business- decorate your vehicle, advertise your business and celebrate a patriotic holiday all at the same time.

Tomato Festival: August 18th: 10am - 6pm

The festival returns with the West Coast Barbeque Championship.  This year the barbeque competition will be fenced and gated.  Admission will be charged, and will allow a specific number of samples and beverages, with more samples and beverages available for purchase.  A non-profit organization will partner with FDA for this element to make it a fundraiser for FDA and the cooperating non-profit.  Jeff Jones, organizer of the last three WCBC events has agreed to help FDA organize the 2007 event.  After that, FDA and the selected non-profit will take over the competition.  

Texas Street will be closed from Great Jones Street to Union Avenue, with all side streets closed to the alleys or driveways as well.  Public Works will begin closing Jefferson Street first thing Friday morning, August 17th, to allow barbeque vendors to set up.  Texas Street itself will be closed at approximately 4pm on Friday the 17th, to safely set up stages, canopies and equipment for the festival.  All streets will be re-opened Saturday night as soon as it is safe to do so.  Additionally, the parking lot of the former Solano County Annex will be used for the barbeque competition as available pending demolition of the building.

Fairfield Downtown Association merchants are entitled to free both space, but you must reserve your space well ahead of time so your booth can be located near your storefront.  

Candy Festival: October 13th: 10am to 5pm

At press time plans for the Candy Festival are along the lines of the 2006 event- with a goal of increased candy company and craft vendor participation.  More school music groups will be recruited.

The festival will impact Texas Street between Great Jones Street and Union Avenue, including the side streets.  Street closings will begin at approximately 4pm on Friday, October 12th.  Streets will be opened again as soon after the festival as it is safe to do so.

Holiday Night of Lights: November 30th 

6 to 8:30pm

More details about the events, including budgets and specific plans will be formalized at the annual Board of Directors retreat and planning session in January.

Promotions Committee Co-Chair Michael Koks has suggested that each special event have its own committee.  With this in mind, merchants are enthusiastically invited to contact Michael (428-4440) or Cathi Jasso (428-1105) to help plan the festivals, parade or tree lighting.  The two festivals particularly have grown so large that it is important to draw more volunteers to the planning table- community groups could be important partners in creating bigger and better festivals that bring potential businesses and customers to downtown.
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In addition to vendor booth fees, corporate sponsorships are an important part of revenue for the festivals and other special events.  In addition to significant support from the Fairfield Redevelopment Agency in 2006, corporate sponsors included Anheuser Busch (cash), Coast Broadcasting Company- KUIC (in kind), Comcast Spotlight (in kind), Comfort Inn Cordelia (cash), the Daily Republic (in kind), Food Maxx/ Save Mart (cash), Garson Design Services (in kind), the Gutter Shutter (cash), Jelly Belly (cash and in kind), KDYA radio (in kind), Made in the Shade Tent Rentals (in kind), Red Robin Restaurant (cash), Seeno Construction-Park Crossing Apartments (cash), Solano Garbage (in kind and cash), Travis Credit Union (cash) and Univision/ Telemundo (in kind).

Corporate sponsors receive benefit of marketing through the events.  Depending on the size of the sponsorship, businesses receive a link from the FDA website, free booth space, mention in all press releases and advertising, etc.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.  

A Chair is still needed for this committee.

Beautification/ Design is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district.  Cathi Jasso (428-1105) is chair.  Sheila Costanzo and Janice Thomas are committee members.  They are seeking more members for this committee.  

Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.  Michael Koks (428-4440) and Cathi Jasso (428-1105) are co-chairs.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district. Galen Lawton (425-8493) and Cliff Gordon (422-0313) are co-chairs this committee and are seeking more members. 

If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact one of the committee chairs.

FDA Membership Benefits

· Medical ins--Western Health Advantage, Dental ins- Blue Shield or Pacific Union Dental and Vision ins- call Carlos Badell-800-870-4510-for more information.

· Reduced rates on pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for specials or promotions.

· Free photocopies- you provide the paper.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic- Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Special FDA room rate at Courtyard Marriott – Holiday Lane, Fairfield.  

Mention FDA membership when making the reservation to obtain the special rate.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

· $25 discount on classes at Missouri Street Theatre and Arts Academy

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment firms were exempt from the PBIA assessment.  Associate Memberships allow those businesses to take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 yearly, while individuals pay $35.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact the office for an application. 

Happy Holidays from the Board of Directors and staff of the Fairfield Downtown Association
Fairfield Downtown Association

Board of Directors

707-422-0103

www.fairfielddowntown.com
Chair: Tony Brantley
Brantley’s ATA Academy-429-3744

Email-afbrantley@yahoo.com
Term expires June 2008

Vice Chair: Joe Caruso

Starbucks- 421-8274

E-mail- joestryfe@hotmail.com
Term expires June 2008

Treasurer:  Michael Koks
Solano Magazine – 428-4440

Email-mkoks@solanomag.com
Term expires June 2007
Corresponding Secretary: Cathi Jasso 

Pacific California Realty – 428-1105

Email-cathi@paccalrealty.com

Term expires June 2008

Directors:

Marge Block

Napadashery- 428-3332

Email- margeeeeeb@aol.com
Term expires June 2009

Sheila Costanzo

Hamilton House- 429-2911

Email- hamiltonhousegifts@msn.com
Term expires June 2009

Cliff Gordon

Gordon’s Music & Sound- 422-0313

Email- cgordon@gordonsmusicandsound.com
Term expires June 2007

Galen Lawton

Everything Green- 425-8493

Email- Glawton21@yahoo.com

Term expires June 2007

Johnnie Milton

Brooke Insurance- 425-9588

Email- johnnie.milton@pacbell.net
Term expires June 2009
George Romero (Associate Member)
HiTec Cellular- 421-2189

Email- Mrhitec@wmconnect.com

Term expires June 2008

Janice Thomas

Stately Strides- 425-1130

Email- jthomas0616@comcast.net

Term expires June 2009

Tom Work (ExOfficio Member)
City of Fairfield Arts & Community Events- 428-7622

Email- Twork@ci.fairfield.ca.us

Staff:

Lynn Chambers, Event Coordinator

Email- lynn@fairfielddowntown.com
Phone- 422-0103 – Fax- 422-1256
Emily Low, City of Fairfield- Main Str. Progr. Coord.  

Email- emily@fairfielddowntown.com or

emlow@ci.fairfield.ca.us
Phone- 422-0103 – Fax- 422-1256
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