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Tomato Festival Wrap Up

Despite the cancellation of the Great Maytag Tomato Toss, the 14th Annual Tomato Festival was a huge success by all accounts.  Some folks (including a couple of Board members) suggested that attendance topped the 50,000 mark.  The weather was on the cool and breezy side, ideal for an outdoor event.

Several enhancements were made in Tomato Alley this year.  Tables in the cutting area were raised 13” with extensions made of PVC pipe, bringing the cutting tables to a counter-top level height.  This helped prevent backaches for the volunteers who cut and served the tomato samples.  Two utility tubs were installed in the cutting area for rinsing the tomatoes for slicing.  Volunteers were able to pre-slice multiple containers of the various tomato varieties to get a “head start” on the volume of tomatoes sampled.  Solano County Environmental Health inspectors were very satisfied with the enhancements in Tomato Alley, and the area received a good written review.

Tenbrink Family Farm was able to provide 86 varieties of heirloom tomatoes, totaling approximately 1600 pounds.  Typically, weather impacted the delivery of the 138 varieties Linda planted- the extra-long and wet spring inhibited growth of many varieties- some are still in the fields not ripe enough for picking.  In addition to the Tenbrink tomatoes, Erickson Farms of Suisun Valley had a profitable day selling produce outside Tomato Alley, and nine tomato- related product vendors were in Tomato Alley

The Second Annual West Coast Barbeque Championship hosted 40 teams this year.  The competition took place on Jefferson Street between Texas and Empire Streets, wrapping around the former Solano County Annex property.  Travis Air Force Base provided generators and light-alls for the competition.

Barbeque Sauce was judged Friday evening, with the remaining judging completed Saturday during the festival.  

For the first time, barbeque sauce vendors and a Green Egg smoker distributor came to the competition to sell products.  Corporate sponsors included Anheuser Busch and Dura Flame Charcoal (which gave out pallet-loads of free samples to Tomato Festival guests).

Sponsorships for the 14th annual festival were obtained in record amounts.  Comcast provided $10,000 in 30-second commercial spots throughout Northern California in exchange for sponsorship designation and booth space.  Above the $3100 FDA paid for, these spots gave the festival television advertising from San Jose to Healdsburg and Modesto to Roseville and just about everything in between.  Univision (Spanish language television) provided $1,250 in matching funds commercial and public service spots, covering Sacramento, Dixon, Fairfield and Vacaville with three stations of Spanish language ads.

Other corporate sponsors included Fairfield Redevelopment Agency, Travis Air Force Base, Daily Republic, Travis Credit Union, Anheuser Busch, MV Transportation, Made in the Shade Tent Rentals, Solano Garbage, KUIC 95.3fm, Garson Design Services, TV Chismes, Holiday Inn Select, City of Fairfield Public Works Department, Open Mortgage and Big Printing T-Shirt Company.  

Eight downtown merchants participated with free booth space. They included Second Time Around, Falafel King, Taty’s Place, Open Mortgage, Brantley’s ATA, Daily Republic, Pepper Belly’s and Trinity College. 

Napadashery, Chiame, Everything Green Hydroponics, Taty’s Place, Pac Cal Realty, Brantley’s ATA, Stamp Heaven, Community Action Committee and Black Knight Trains & Hobbies had sidewalk sales or a table outside.  Sandoval’s, Barb’s Deli, Falafel King and Quizno’s advertised Tomato Festival specials and had tables outside.

Twelve restaurants participated in the food voucher coupon that provided lunch to our festival volunteers.

Two downtown merchants hosted raffles to promote their companies.  Open Mortgage awarded a $100 gift certificate to a lucky booth visitor.  Pac Cal Realty awarded two tickets to the Con Funk Shun concert at Pepperbelly’s to Jeff De La Roca in a drawing held at the business.

TOPS IN BLUE IS COMING!

On Saturday, September 3rd, at 8:30pm, the United States Air Force’s traveling show Tops In Blue will perform a FREE CONCERT at County Center Plaza.

This world-renowned production is an all- active duty United States Air Force special unit made of talented amateur performers selected for their entertainment abilities.  Each year thousands compete in base talent contests and the most talented move on to higher levels of competition.  The result is an elite group composed of 35 of the most talented vocalists, musicians and dancers anywhere.  The group’s main mission is to perform for military personnel and their families throughout the world.  The enormous popularity of the group has also made them America’s goodwill ambassadors around the globe.

At the request of Solano County Supervisor Mike Reagan, the Fairfield Downtown Association is helping with the plans for the event.

While the concert itself will be on the Plaza, Texas Street and Jefferson Street adjacent to the Plaza will be closed for pedestrian safety during set up of the equipment and the concert, allowing audience seating on the Annex lawn across Texas Street from the Plaza.

Late in the morning on Saturday, September 3rd, Jefferson Street will be closed between Texas Street and Missouri Street to allow the three semi tractor- trailers of equipment and staging to be set up.

At about 6:30pm, Texas Street between Union Avenue and Jefferson Street will be closed with westbound traffic diverted south on Union to Delaware, and eastbound traffic diverted north on Jefferson Street around the concert venue.  This precaution is being taken to protect pedestrians if they choose to sit on the Annex lawn to listen to the concert.

The concert will last from 8:30 pm to approximately 10:30pm, and the streets will be reopened as soon after the conclusion of the concert as possible.

MORE COMING EVENTS!

October 8th: 5th Annual Candy Festival.  Last year this event brought record numbers of guests to our downtown.  This year will be even bigger.  Napa Solano Girl Scouts will provide arts and crafts activities for the children.  Scandia Family Fun Center will provide a sampling of activities from its inventory.  The Red Hat Society will oversee the Candy Factor competition and The City of Fairfield Community Services Department will provide a showcase of its services and performers plus a Diversity element for the festival.  Live musical entertainment has been expanded and will be added to the County Center Plaza.

The Fairfield-Suisun Rotary Club has decided not to host an Evening of Wine and Chocolate this year.  Citing insufficient participation in the group and the pushing back of their annual golf tournament, the Rotary Club advised us of their decision on August 12th.  While the event has been offered as a fundraiser to the City of Fairfield Community Services Department, no decision had been made “at press time”.

Fairfield Mural Project Update

A community-wide committee has chosen Lee Wilder Snider of Benicia as the artist who will coordinate Fairfield’s first Mural in a Day project.

The first mural will depict scenes from Fairfield’s history and will be painted on the Jackson Street wall of Pepperbelly’s Comedy and Variety Theater.  Cathi Jasso and Wayne Mayhew (the building owner) serve on the committee.  

Preparation for the mural will take place over the next two months, beginning with priming of the wall by September 1st.  Drawing and painting of the mural itself will be ongoing through September, and completed during the Candy Festival using a group of volunteer artists.

The Mural in a Day project is funded through the Rotary Club and grants from the Fairfield Advocates for the Arts, the City of Fairfield Cultural Arts Awards Program (CAAP) and the Art in Public Places Fund.

October 30th: Safe Trick or Treat- This afternoon children’s activity has proven very popular among parents who are looking for a safer option for evening trick or treating in their neighborhoods.  Merchants are encouraged to buy bulk candy at a reduced price through the FDA and Metro Candy Sales in Cordelia.

Mid- November:  Watch for details for our first-ever Holiday dinner and celebration for members and significant others.

December 2nd: Holiday Night of Lights- Our annual arrival of Santa Claus and opening of the district’s shopping season is topped off by the lighting of our community tree.  Merchants are encouraged to decorate their storefronts with lights or paint to invite guests into their shops.  Volunteers from Fairfield high schools will help merchants paint or install lights.

Every FDA member is entitled to free booth space at each event, including the Farmers Market!  Double your visibility and visitor impact by taking a booth in the crafter line and refer customers into your store!  Sign up early so your booth can be positioned close to your storefront.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.  Wash Blount is chair.

Beautification is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district.  Cathi Jasso is chair.  Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.  Gary Dyas is chair.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district.  If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact a board member or the office staff.  A Chair is still needed for this committee.
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Chair:  Wash Blount 
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Term expires June 2008
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Term expires June 2006
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Cliff Gordon

Gordon’s Music & Sound- 422-0313
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Term expires June 2007

Klaus Jacobi

Rosanna’s Bakery- 422-2253

Email-klaus2xl@myexcel.com
Term expires June 2007

Cathi Jasso 

Pacific California Realty – 428-1105

Email-cathi@paccalrealty.com

Term expires June 2008
Richard Lockwood 

Touch of Faith – 425-3393

Email-richardlockwood@sbcglobal.net

Term expires June 2006

George Romero (Associate Member)
HiTec Cellular- 421-2189

Email- Mrhitec@wmconnect.com

Term expires June 2008

Bob Reich (ExOfficio Member)
Manager, Fairfield Center for Creative Arts- 428-7760

rreich@ci.fairfield.ca.us
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Emily Low, Executive Director/ Main St Program Coord. 

Email- emily@fairfielddowntown.com

Sharon Trujillo, Office Manager

Email-Sharon@fairfielddowntown.com

Sue Violette, Event Planner
Email- mail@fairfielddowntown.com

Phone- 422-0103 – Fax- 422-1256
FDA Membership Benefits

· Medical coverage through Western Health Advantage- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Dental coverage through Blue Shield- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Vision coverage- call, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Reduced rates on pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for special events or promotional mailing.

· Free photocopies.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic.  Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Free Notary Service at Fairfield Insurance, 729 Jefferson St, 425-9588.

· Special FDA room rate at Holiday Inn Select- Fairfield.  Be sure to mention your membership in FDA when making the reservation to obtain the $89 special rate.

· Press release preparation for special promotions.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment firms were exempt from the 1971 assessment district.  Associate Memberships allow those businesses to join the association and take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 yearly, while individuals and families pay $35.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact a Board member or the FDA office about becoming an associate member.

Beautification Update

There are City of Fairfield programs designed to help business and property owners offset the cost of improvements to the properties.  Grants and below market rate loans are available for building improvements that result in increased numbers of available jobs and façade improvements.  

If you see maintenance needs in the common areas please call the FDA office or Beautification Chair Cathi Jasso (428-1105) so we can begin working on solutions.  

Certified Farmers Market Update

The Farmers Market is open on Jefferson Street and County Center Plaza each Thursday afternoon from 4pm to 8pm.  With the new location we have a new management company- Pacific Coast Farmers Market Association.  There have been some growing pains with the move and new location.

Your comments will be important to us as we plan the market’s future.  Please don’t hesitate to make your opinions known to FDA Board members or staff.

Many of our regular vendors are here each week, and we have a few new vendors including two organic producers.  Visit the new site and support the vendors so they continue to come to Fairfield!  

Special Sign District

At the request of the FDA Board of directors, the City of Fairfield Planning Department is working to create a special sign district for downtown.  This new regulations will amend City ordinances regarding sandwich board signs along Texas Street between Pennsylvania and Jefferson Streets.  The first meeting of the Planning Commission regarding this issue was held May 25th, and staff was instructed to draft the regulations for future review.  

Recent restructuring in the Planning and Economic Development departments at the City has delayed work on the project a bit.  Areas of responsibility are still being assigned.  

For more information regarding the process, contact Associate Planner Julia Moseley- 428-7040- jmoseley@ci.fairfield.ca.us.

Fairfield Downtown Association
2005 Street Closure Information

Saturday, September 3, 2005- Tops in Blue
Jefferson Street from Texas Street south to Missouri street will be closed at noon.

Texas Street from Union Avenue to Jefferson Street will be closed at 6:30pm.  

Texas Street will be reopened as soon after the concert as it is safe to do so, approximately 10:30pm.    Jefferson Street will be reopened as soon as the stage and equipment is removed, approximately midnight.

October 7th & 8th- Candy Festival (TENTATIVE): Texas Street will be closed in sections for set up of stages and Candyland on Friday the 7th as follows: Jackson Street to Taylor Street: 2pm, Taylor Street to Pennsylvania Avenue: 5pm, Union Avenue to Jackson Street: 6pm.  All side streets along Texas Street between Jefferson and Great Jones will be closed to correspond with the appropriate section of Texas Street.  Vendors will begin set up as soon as all streets are closed.  All streets will re-open on Saturday evening as soon as vendors have cleared the area and the Police Department and Public Works have approved the re-opening.

October 30th- Safe Trick or Treat:  Texas Street will be closed from Jefferson Street to Taylor Street from 12:30pm until 4:30pm.  Each of the side streets- Jackson and Madison will be closed from alley to alley.

November 11th- Veterans’ Day Parade:  Not an FDA event- contact Todd Grames in the City of Fairfield, Community Services - Arts and Community Events Division- 707-428-7585.

November 22nd- Madison Street from Texas Street to Empire Street will be closed from 7am until 2pm for delivery and set up of the Christmas tree (TENTATIVE).  Decorating may require that the turn pocket from Texas Street to Madison Street and Madison Street from Texas to Empire be closed at various times during that week.

December 2nd- Holiday Night of Lights (TENTATIVE):  Texas Street will be closed in sections for set up of the stage and beginning at 3pm.  The remainder of Texas Street from Union Avenue to Taylor Street will be closed from 4:00pm until 9:00pm, or until the Police Department and Public Works have approved the re-opening.

Red Ribbon Week Lock-In

On Friday, October 28th, the City of Fairfield will present a Red Ribbon Week Lock-In at the Fairfield Community Center.  The event planners anticipate 600 young people to attend and have requested donations of cash and supplies to support the event.  The FDA Board of directors has donated $100 toward the event.  For information about ways you can participate call George Dale, City of Fairfield- 707-428-7726.

September Office Hours

During September office hours at FDA will be limited due to vacations and weddings.  From September 1st to September 16th, the office will be open 8am to 2pm.  From September 27th to September 30th, the office will be open 9am to 2pm.  Call Gary Dyas (Open Mortgage) at 422-3863 if you need assistance outside those hours.
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