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Semi Annual Membership Meeting

The Fairfield Downtown Association held its semi-annual membership meeting on Wednesday, May 18th, at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts.   

Participating members heard updates regarding downtown projects.  Refreshments from Heavenly Grounds, Barb’s Deli, Quiznos Subs and Rosanna’s were served at two sessions.

The annual election for members of the Board of Directors was completed with incumbents Wash Blount (Brooke/ Fairfield Insurance), Anthony Brantley (Brantley’s Karate Kids), Cathi Jasso (Pacific California Realty) and George Romero (Hi Tec Cellular) receiving renewals of their terms.

Plans for the fall meeting are already under way, including a catered dinner for members and their guests.  Marge Block (Napadashery) and Mrs. Moon’s Café & Lounge are working together to put together what should prove to be the event of the FDA fall season!

Coming Events

Through Oct 6th- The Certified Farmers Market is open at the County Center Plaza at Jefferson Street- every Thursday from 4pm to 8pm.  Jefferson Street is closed between Texas Street and the mid-block alley from 2pm until approximately 9pm.  

For the market on June 16th, Jefferson Street will be closed at 1pm from Texas Street to Missouri Street to accommodate an interactive Nextel/ NASCAR display sponsored by Solano County.  

July 4th: Independence Day Parade, Concert & BBQ

Entries assemble on Webster Street between Kentucky Street and Travis Blvd.  The route goes west on Kentucky to Taylor; to Texas; to Washington; to Kentucky.

The parade itself begins at 10am.  

The barbeque is sponsored by the Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum at Travis Blvd- $5 for a hot dog, chips, soda and dessert.  

The free concert features local band Déjà vu, and will be held on the County Center Plaza, 

Both will run from 11am to 2pm.

Kicking off the celebration will be a Pancake Breakfast at the Fairfield Masonic Lodge, 412 Travis Blvd.  Breakfast will be served from 6:30 to 10:00am.  The price is $5 for adults and $3.50 for children 6 to 12 years old, with children under six free.  Proceeds will benefit the programs of the Fairfield-Suisun Chapter of the Eastern Star.  Call Steve Johnson- 707-427-1895 for information.
August 13th: 14th Annual Tomato Festival, the West Coast Barbeque Championship AND the Great Maytag Tomato Toss!  This will be the first-ever recreation of the Tomatina, Spain tomato fight in the Western Hemisphere.  This exciting event is sponsored by Maytag Corporation to promote its new high- capacity washing machine.

Participants must be at least 18 years of age and pre-registration is required.  Maytag anticipates 1,000 participants and 19 tons of tomatoes.  Participants will have fifteen minutes to pelt each other with over-ripe tomatoes.  

October 7th: 2nd Annual Evening of Wine & Chocolate.  This Rotary- sponsored event provides funding for public art downtown- the first project will be completed for the Candy Festival in a Mural in a Day format!

October 8th: 5th Annual Candy Festival.  Last year this event brought record numbers of guests to our downtown.  This year will be even bigger.  The City of Fairfield Community Services Department will provide kids’ activities and a Diversity element for the festival, and we will extend the live music to the County Center Plaza.

October 30th: Safe Trick or Treat- This afternoon children’s activity has proven very popular among parents who are looking for a safer option for evening trick or treating in their neighborhoods.  The event is operated in conjunction with the Haunted Theater at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts.  Merchants are invited to order bulk candy at a reduced price through the FDA and Metro Candy Sales in Cordelia.

December 2nd: Holiday Night of Lights- our annual arrival of Santa Claus and opening of the downtown shopping season is topped off by the lighting of our community tree.  Merchants are encouraged to decorate their storefronts with lights or paint to invite guests into their shops.  Volunteers from Fairfield high schools will help paint or install lights.

Every FDA member is entitled to free booth space at each event, including the Farmers Market!  Sign up early so your booth can be positioned close to your storefront.

Attending the event gives you an opportunity for people to meet you and get to know you as a business owner in our community.
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Chamber of Commerce Mixer

On Monday, April 11th, from 5:30 to 7pm, the Association sponsored its third Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce Mixer.  The mixer was held at Pepperbelly’s.  

Sandoval’s Restaurant, Falafel King, Quiznos Subs, Joe’s Buffet, Barb’s Deli and Rosanna’s Bakery provided side dishes and dessert to go with our barbequed chicken prepared by Jeff Jones.   

Downtown merchants provided more than twenty door prizes.  THANKS!!

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment firms were exempt from the 1971 assessment district.  Associate Memberships allow those businesses to join the association and take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 yearly, while individuals and families pay $35.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact a Board member or the FDA office about becoming an associate member.
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Board of Directors

707-422-0103

www.fairfielddowntown.com
Chair:  Wash Blount 
Fairfield Insurance Associates- 425-9588

Email: info@fairfieldinsurance.com

Term expires June 2008

Vice Chair: Tony Brantley
Brantley’s Taekwondo-429-3744

Email-brantleysata@yahoo.com

Term expires June 2008

Treasurer:  Ray Werner 
The Werner Group Accountants- 425-4249

Email- Ray@wernerGrp.com
Term expires June 2006
Directors:
Marge Block

Napadashery- 428-3332

Email- margeeeeeb@aol.com
Term expires June 2006

Available Position- call Wash – 425-9588- if interested!
Term expires June 2007
Gary Dyas 

All Fund Mortgage- 422-3863

Email- garyd@allfundmrtg.com- 422-3863

Term expires June 2006
Cliff Gordon

Gordon’s Music & Sound- 422-0313

Email- cgordon@gordonsmusicandsound.com
Term expires June 2007

Klaus Jacobi

Rosanna’s Bakery- 422-2253

Email-klaus2xl@myexcel.com
Term expires June 2007

Cathi Jasso 

Pacific California Realty – 428-1105

paccalcat@jccomp.com

Term expires June 2008
Richard Lockwood 

Touch of Faith – 425-3393

Email-richardlockwood@sbcglobal.net

Term expires June 2006

George Romero (Associate Member)
HiTec Cellular- 421-2189

MrHitec@wmconnect.com

Term expires June 2008

Bob Reich (ExOfficio Member)
Manager, Fairfield Center for Creative Arts- 428-7760

rreich@ci.fairfield.ca.us

Staff:

Emily Low, Executive Director/ Main St Program Coord. 

Email- emily@fairfielddowntown.com

Sharon Trujillo, Office Manager

Email-Sharon@fairfielddowntown.com

Sue Violette, Event Planner
Email- mail@fairfielddowntown.com

Phone- 422-0103 – Fax- 422-1256
FDA Membership Benefits

· Reasonably priced Medical, Dental and Vision insurance- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for information.

· Reduced rates on bulk rate/ pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for special events or promotional mailing.

· Free photocopies.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic.  Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Special FDA room rate at Holiday Inn Select- Fairfield.  Be sure to mention your membership in FDA when making the reservation to obtain the $89 special rate.

· Press release preparation for special promotions.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.

Beautification is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district.  Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district.  If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact a board member or the office staff.

Beautification Update

Seasonal plantings have been updated through the district.  Tru-Green Landscape has replaced some broken planters and has pruned bushes and re-planted where vandalism destroyed plants here and there.    This Association is indebted to Rowland Coffman of the City of Fairfield Landscape Division for his patience and persistence when it comes to making downtown appealing.

There are City of Fairfield programs designed to help business and property owners offset the cost of improvements to the properties.  Grants and below market rate loans are available for building improvements that result in increased numbers of available jobs and façade improvements.  

New handicap grids have been installed at each intersection through the district.  These grids are intended to give sight impaired pedestrians advance warning that they are entering a vehicle traffic area.

The City of Fairfield Public Works department has located a new company for brick replacement in the district.  Asphalt will be placed temporarily in places where bricks are missing or broken, and replacement will be completed as quickly as possible.

The search is on for a company to re-paint the street light poles. 

A number of mature trees have been removed recently due to disease or damage.  Public Works will replace the trees with more appropriate varieties as soon as funding and weather allow.

If you see maintenance needs in the common areas please call the FDA office or Beautification Chair Cathi Jasso (428-1105) so we can begin working on solutions.  

Fairfield-Suisun Chamber of Commerce New Member Blender

The Chamber is planning a Full Moon New Member Blender- July 21, 2005- at the Chamber office- 1111 Webster Street.  If you have been a Chamber member for less than two years you’re invited to display your material and learn more about your membership and its benefits.Contact the Chamber at 425-4625 for more information.

New Member Benefit

In-Laws visiting from out of town?  Boss coming in for inspection?  The Fairfield Holiday Inn Select now offers FDA members a special room rate.  $89 for a standard room, $109 for an “executive” room.  Just mention that you’re a member of the Fairfield Downtown Association and receive the promotional rate.

Fairfield Mural Project

A community-wide committee is in the final selection process for the artist who will coordinate Fairfield’s first Mural in a Day project.

The first mural will depict scenes from Fairfield’s history and will be painted on the Jackson Street wall of Pepperbelly’s Comedy and Variety Theater.  Cathi Jasso and Wayne Mayhew (the building owner) serve on the committee.  Other committee members include Colleen Furnish (NorthBay Occupational Health & Fairfield Rotary), Nancy Hopkins (Advocates for the Arts & Fairfield Rotary), Rachel DeVries (Fairfield Visual Arts Association), Bob Reich (Fairfield Arts & Community Events Division) and Emily Low.  Sean Quinn, Gayle Fraser and Cynthia Garcia (also a Rotarian) represent the City of Fairfield.

Preparation for the mural will take place over the next few months.  Drawing of the actual mural will be completed over several weeks, with actual painting done at the Candy Festival using a group of volunteer artists.

The Mural in a Day project is funded through the Rotary Club’s Evening of Wine and Chocolate fundraiser and grants from the Fairfield Advocates for the Arts and the City of Fairfield Cultural Arts Awards Program (CAAP).

Oakdale Chocolate Festival

On May 21st and 22nd, Board Members Wash Blount and Gary Dyas represented FDA at the Oakdale Chocolate Festival.  Jelly Belly, Thompson Candy Company and Metro Candy Sales provided samples and Gary, Wash and their spouses handed out brochures and promoted our festivals.  They even took time to recruit vendors!

In a cooperative agreement, the Oakdale festival and our own Candy Festival trade booth space.  This cross marketing of our events with the other community has increased attendance for both the Tomato Festival and the Candy Festival, and has helped to promote tourism here at home.

Certified Farmers Market Update

The Farmers Market can now be found on Jefferson Street and the County Center Plaza each Thursday afternoon from 4pm to 8pm.  With the new location we have a new management company- Pacific Coast Farmers Market Association.

FDA members are still entitled to free booth space- but space is limited- so contact Scott or Allen at PCFMA to make arrangements for your spot.  You can reach the PCFMA staff at 925-825-9090.

Many of our regular vendors are here each week, and we have a few new vendors including two organic producers.  Visit the new site and support the vendors so they continue to come to Fairfield!  

Special Sign District

At the request of the FDA Board of directors, the City of Fairfield Planning Department is working to create a special sign district for downtown.  This new regulations will amend City ordinances regarding sandwich board signs along Texas Street between Pennsylvania and Jefferson Streets.  The first meeting of the Planning Commission regarding this issue was held May 25th, and staff was instructed to draft the regulations for future review.  For more information regarding the process, contact Associate Planner Julia Moseley- 428-7040- jmoseley@ci.fairfield.ca.us.
Fairfield Downtown Association
2005 Street Closure Information

May 5th- Certified Farmers Market: Jefferson Street will be closed between Texas Street and the alley on the south side (against the County building) from 3pm until 9pm. This closure will take place every Thursday until October 6th.  

For a special event on June 16th, the street closure for Farmers Market will take place at 1pm and extend to Missouri Street.

July 4th- Independence Day Parade, BBQ & Concert:  The parade route is Webster @ Kentucky, west to Taylor, south to Texas, east to Washington, north to Kentucky.  These streets and all the interior streets- Empire between Taylor & Union, Jefferson between Texas & Kentucky, Webster between Texas & Kentucky, Jackson between Texas & Kentucky and Madison between Texas & Kentucky- will be closed from 8am until 2pm, or until the Police Department and Public Works have deemed it safe to reopen them.

August 12th & 13th- Tomato Festival Jefferson Street from Texas to Empire will be closed at noon on Friday the 12th for set up of the West Coast Barbeque Championship.   Texas Street will be closed in sections for set up of stages and Tomato Alley on Friday the 12th as follows: Jackson Street to Taylor Street: 2pm, Taylor Street to Pennsylvania Avenue: 5pm, Union Avenue to Jackson Street: 6pm.  All side streets along Texas Street between Jefferson and Great Jones will be closed to correspond with the appropriate section of Texas Street.  Vendors will begin set up as soon as all streets are closed.  All streets will re-open on Saturday evening as soon as vendors have cleared the area and the Police Department and Public Works have approved the re-opening.  

October 7th & 8th- Candy Festival (TENTATIVE): Texas Street will be closed in sections for set up of stages and Candyland on Friday the 7th as follows: Jackson Street to Taylor Street: 2pm, Taylor Street to Pennsylvania Avenue: 5pm, Union Avenue to Jackson Street: 6pm.  All side streets along Texas Street between Jefferson and Great Jones will be closed to correspond with the appropriate section of Texas Street.  Vendors will begin set up as soon as all streets are closed.  All streets will re-open on Saturday evening as soon as vendors have cleared the area and the Police Department and Public Works have approved the re-opening.

October 30th- Safe Trick or Treat:  Texas Street will be closed from Jefferson Street to Taylor Street from 12:30pm until 4:30pm.  Each of the side streets- Webster, Jackson and Madison will be closed from alley to alley.

November 11th- Veterans’ Day Parade:  Not an FDA event- contact Todd Grames- 707-428-7585.

November 22nd- Madison Street from Texas Street to Empire Street will be closed from 7am until 2pm for delivery and set up of the Christmas tree.  Decorating may require that the turn pocket from Texas Street to Madison Street and Madison Street from Texas to Empire be closed at various times during that week.

December 2nd- Holiday Night of Lights (TENTATIVE):  Texas Street will be closed in sections for set up of the stage and beginning at 3pm.  The remainder of Texas Street from Union Avenue to Taylor Street will be closed from 4:00pm until 9:00pm, or until the Police Department and Public Works have approved the re-openinng.
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