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No December Board Meeting

There will be no regular meeting of the FDA Board of Directors this month.  The January meeting will be the annual Board Retreat, and will be held at Amore’s Ristorante- second floor banquet room from 8am to noon, followed by lunch at Amore’s.  All Board members are required to attend.
The FDA office will be closed December 27th through January 3rd.  

Board Position Available

With his move to Nevada, George Fernando’s position on the FDA Board of Directors is now open.  Candidates for the position need to be willing to represent FDA at Fairfield City Council meetings, Chamber of Commerce events and other occasions.  Attendance at the monthly Board meeting is required as is participation in one or more of the standing committees. For more information contact Chair Wash Blount- Fairfield Insurance - 425-9588.

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment firms were exempt from the 1971 assessment district.  Associate Memberships allow those businesses to join the association and take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 yearly, while individuals and families pay $35.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact a Board member or the FDA office about becoming an associate member.

FYI

Quizno’s Subs is open at 846 Texas Street!  Dave Bell and his crew serve up hot submarine sandwiches with fresh ingredients on artisan breads, generous salads and hearty soups.  

Quizno’s hours of operation are Monday through Friday 10am to 8pm- Friday 10am to 9pm- Saturday 10am to 3:30pm.  The restaurant is closed on Sunday.  Catering is available and “stomach stuffer” gift cards are available for holiday gift giving.

Expressions in Design Florist (700 Texas Street) will close shortly after eleven years as a downtown merchant.  Owner Sharon Solorzano will continue to do custom floral designs, but will discontinue the gift and accessory lines.  For more information on the new operation, contact Sharon at 707-421-8606

A. Lincoln Jewelers has closed and consolidated its operation in its Vallejo store.  Watch for another FDA merchant to relocate into the space soon.

Kelly’s Sports (929 Texas Street) has relocated into the former Redi-Office Emporium space and has added a retail component.

Local businessman and downtown supporter John Reynolds has opened Reynolds Educational Services (426-4862) to provide computer training for small business owners.  John can give instruction in computer applications, such as Intro to MS-Word, Intermediate PowerPoint, Intro to Computer Graphics, and more!  He offers group rates for 10 or more students.

Living in America Holiday Fashion Show
 This celebration of diversity in style was sponsored in part by FDA.  Various downtown restaurants and retail shops participated with food and fashions.  Several hundred people attended the buffet lunch, raffle and fashion show featuring traditional ethnic dance performances.  Proceeds from the event will benefit Safe Quest Solano and its programs to prevent spousal abuse.

Holiday Night of Lights
FDA’s annual Christmas tree lighting and arrival of Santa Claus in the downtown was held on a beautiful clear, cold evening.   Merchants stayed open to promote their businesses, and many decorated their storefronts.  Santa Claus arrived on a Fairfield fire truck and supervised the lighting of the Christmas tree.  School and local performers entertained the crowd in various locations along Texas Street. 
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THIS COULD BE YOU!! HOW ABOUT IT??
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Phone- 422-0103 – Fax- 422-1256
FDA Membership Benefits

· Medical coverage through Western Health Advantage- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Dental coverage through Blue Shield- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Reduced rates on bulk rate/ pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for special events or promotional mailing.

· Free photocopies.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic.  Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Press release preparation for special promotions.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.

Beautification is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district.  Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district.  If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact a board member or the office staff.

County Government Center Update

Thursday, December 16, 2004- Dedication of the completed building will take place at 11am in the lobby of the building.  Government officials and representatives from the various engineering and contracting firms will be on hand to exchange keys.  That evening, a gala reception will open the facility in style with a sit down dinner and entertainment.  “The Place for the People Gala Dinner” will begin with a reception at 6pm, followed by dinner at 7pm.  There will be a program followed by dessert at 9pm.  Tickets are $100 per person, and black tie is requested, but optional.  For more information, call 916-608-8686 or e-mail ht@eventswebpage.com.

The date for the county-wide open house and celebration has been changed to Saturday, April 9th, 2005, - the entire campus of the Government Center will be complete and all staff will be moved in.  Tours of the new facility will be held and school music groups have been invited to perform through the day.  

FDA has been invited to participate with sidewalk sales and promotions to show all the new county employees and guests what downtown has to offer.

Marge Block (The Napadashery) and Gary Dyas (All Fund Mortgage) will be calling on you for participation in a district-wide promotion directed toward County employees and visitors.

Beautification Update

With the opening of the Solano County Government Center around the corner, it’s time for us to concentrate on sprucing up the neighborhood.  

There are City of Fairfield programs designed to help business and property owners offset the cost of improvements to the properties.  Grants and below market rate loans are available for building improvements that result in increased numbers of available jobs and façade improvements.  Several property owners have recently taken advantage of these programs and you can see improvements taking shape throughout the district.

We know that the county celebrations have been scheduled.  Now it’s time to “put the money where the mouth is” and show our pride in our district by making every storefront shine in time for the springtime celebration.

If you see maintenance needs in the common areas please call the FDA office or Beautification Chair Cathi Jasso (428-1105) so we can begin working on solutions.  Recently, Public Works and Economic Development personnel have been walking the district to pinpoint problems and schedule repairs or pruning.  FDA staff can’t be everywhere all the time, so we rely on merchants and customers to keep us informed of landscape or maintenance issues that need attention.  

For example- see drip systems spraying water in the air?  Tru-Green does its clean-up in the morning, so workers are not always on site to see an leaking emitter in the afternoon.  If you see something like this call the FDA office so we can pass the information on to Public Works for attention.

Everyone needs to take responsibility for the beautification of the district

Find an abandoned shopping cart?  Let’s get it off the street before it becomes “transitional housing.”  City of Fairfield Public Works Department recommends





Silicon Highway, Inc. 


Shopping Cart Retrieval- 


925-254-1862 OR 800-998- CART (2278)












