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Board Meeting Change

The FDA Board has changed its regular meeting to the third Wednesday of each month.  Meetings will be held at Brantley’s ATA Black Belt Academy, 809 Texas Street from 8:30am to 10:00am.  All FDA members are invited to attend.  If you would like a copy of the agenda or minutes, please call Sharon with your e-mail address, and she’ll send a copy.
Certified Farmers Market
The Certified Farmers Market will close its 2004 season on Thursday, October 7th. 

Attendance for the market was at record levels this year.  All booth spaces were sold out, and we have maintained a waiting list for the last two months, even with the seasonal flow of farmers and crops.  

Chef Aptakin from the Hilton Garden Inn, Bill Way, media technician for the City of Fairfield and representatives from Pampered Chef were featured at the market, and prepared dishes using produce from the market.  Downtown restaurants are invited to participate next season.  This is a terrific way to promote your eatery.

We are working now with Solano County to move the Farmers Market to the new plaza at the County Government Center in time for the May 5, 2005 opening day.  Many logistical items need to be worked out, but plans are moving in that direction.

CANDY FESTIVAL

Plans for the 4th annual Candy Festival on October 9th, are moving along well.  Corporate sponsors to date include Jelly Belly, Thompson Candy Company, Raley’s Superstores, Travis Credit Union, Solano Athletic Clubs, Solano Garbage, Sam’s Club, KUIC Radio, Alhambra / Sierra Springs Water, the Daily Republic,Garson Design Services, Made in the Shade Tent Rentals, Fairfield Police Officer’s Association, TV Chismes, MV Transportation and Westfield Shoppingtown Solano.

The festival will kick off on Friday, October 8th, at 7pm, with a fundraiser to promote public art in downtown.  The First Annual Evening of Wine and Chocolate, sponsored by the Fairfield-Suisun Rotary Club, will feature gourmet chocolate companies and regional wineries in a black tie- optional event.  In addition to the decadent chocolates and wine, downtown restaurants will provide appetizers and desserts will be provided by.  Tickets are on sale through the Rotary Club by calling 428-7041, or at the FDA office.   Sponsorships for this element of the festival are invited.  All proceeds from the event will benefit a fund to establish public art in our district, so merchants are encouraged to share in the fun!

The candy tents and all other events will be open from 10am to 5pm on Saturday the 9th.  Currently,   twenty-three candy-related companies and over 160 crafter and commercial booths are registered.  A record nine downtown business owners have requested booth space on the street!  

A small contingent of food vendors will add to the terrific mix of downtown restaurants.  The festival food vendors are carefully chosen to enhance with what our own restaurants offer.  We will offer three stages of entertainment- one at each end of the festival- and one at midpoint with covered seating and refreshments available near each of the main stages.

The biggest change to the festival this year is the addition of a second Candyland tent.  One tent will house those candy companies intending to sell their products at the festival.  The second tent will house companies only providing free samples.  There will be a nominal admission charge for this tent- $1 per person or $3 per family.  The Fairfield HOST Lions Club will take charge of the admission for the tents.

Entertainment will include the Whippersnappers Barbershoppers from Napa Valley, magician Gerald Joseph, juggler Marcus Raymond, Amy Blanc School, the Solano Children’s Choir, Danc-Sing Stars Studio (a downtown business), Dance Network (downtown business), the Missouri Street Theater (a downtown business), Suisun School, Brantley’s ATA Black Belt Academy (another downtown business), Owen Baker Flynn from Pier 39 in San Francisco, Gordy Ohliger and “Elvis”.  For an international flavor, we’ll host Latino, Filipino, Irish and Hawaiian dancers as well!

 Pepper Belly’s Comedy and Variety Club will sponsor back-to-back showings of “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory” and “Chitty Chitty Bang Bang” from 10am to 3pm.   The Fairfield High School Grad Nite Committee will sponsor a penny arcade, and Fairfield High School Aquatics will host a root beer float booth.  Other non-profit groups will have booth space as well.

Advertising for the festival includes thirty-second commercials on Cable TV in our area and as far away as Contra Costa County, Sacramento and San Joaquin County (Modesto), featuring spots on Nickelodeon, Animal Planet, Food Network, MTV, Discovery, ESPN and other networks as well as spots on Channel 26.  Print advertising includes the community calendar in VIA Magazine (the seasonal publication from California State Automobile Association), the Weekender, the Breeze, The Daily Republic, the Napa Register, the Vacaville Reporter, TV Chismes and the Vallejo Times Herald.  Radio advertising on KUIC is underwritten in part by a grant from Sam’s Club and will feature spots through the day and evening as well as postings on the community calendar; KOVR and KCRA television stations in Sacramento will include the festival in their community calendar spots.

5,000 trick or treat bags featuring advertisements from downtown merchants will be distributed to visitors in the Candy Tents.  Business card-sized ads are for $50 sold out for the third year.  Thanks!

PLEASE NOTE:  Much equipment and tenting needs to be installed for this festival.  We will do everything we can to minimize inconvenience to businesses and customers, however, it takes hours to set up, so we must start early, as follows:

Friday, October 8th- Texas Str between Jackson St and Great Jones St will close at NOON for set up of Candyland and the largest entertainment stage.

Texas Street between Jefferson St and Webster St will be closed at 5pm to set up the second stage area.

Texas Street between Webster St and Jackson St will close at 7pm.  

Texas Street between Great Jones Street & Pennsylvania Avenue will close at 6pm.

REOPENING:  Texas St will open as soon as the area is clear and safe after 5pm closing of vendor booths and Candyland.  

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment firms were exempt from the 1971 assessment district.  Associate Memberships allow those businesses to join the association and take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 yearly, while individuals and families pay $35.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact a Board member or the FDA office about becoming an associate member.

FYI

Quizno’s Subs has started tenant improvements at 846 Texas Street.

Heavenly Grounds should be open any day now! Come get a Taste of Heaven- they serve fabulous coffee, teas, smoothies,  pastries and ice cream.  

Falafel King is open at 835 Texas Street!  Falafel served in deluxe meal deals “where home made is just seconds away”.  Lamb or Chicken Shawerma and Feta Sandwiches are just some of the Mediterranean delights offered here.  Vegetarian dishes, Greek salads and traditional sandwiches round out the menu.  Party platters and special orders welcome.  Limited seating available outside.  Fax ahead for ready to go meals.  Catering available.  Monday to Thursday 10 to 10; Friday and Saturday 10 to midnight.  Closed Sunday.

Construction has begun on McInnis Corner, at the corner of Texas Street and Jefferson Street.  Yolo Community Bank has leased space in the new facility, and more major changes are in the plans.

Max’s Espresso and Bagels has closed.

Redi Office Emporium has closed and owner George Fernando is on his way to a new business venture in Las Vegas, Nevada.  George donated over a dozen cases of letter size manila file folders to FDA.  If you need some for your office please stop by to pick up a box or two.  Free file folders- What a deal!?!

Amore’s Pizzeria has purchased Fusilli Ristorante, and it has become Amore’s Pizzeria  and Ristorante.  Owners Steve & Kerry were so successful in their street-side “take out” operation at 835 Texas that they decided to expand.  Kerry says it’s frequently “standing room only” in the new, larger facility.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.

Beautification is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district.  Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district.  If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact a board member or the office staff.

Board Position Available

With his move to Nevada, George Fernando’s position on the FDA Board of Directors is now open.  Candidates for the position need to be willing to represent FDA at Fairfield City Council meetings, Chamber of Commerce events and other occasions.  Attendance at the monthly Board meeting is required as is participation in one or more of the standing committees. For more information contact Chair Wash Blount- Fairfield Insurance - 425-9588.

Zoning Code Change

The FDA- requested change to the downtown zoning ordinance became effective on September 17, 2004.  Attached to this newsletter is the exact text that will be incorporated into the city code.  Planners have been instructed to use this description when reviewing applications for business licenses.

Fairfield Downtown Association

Board of Directors

707-422-0103

www.fairfielddowntown.com
Chair:  Wash Blount 
Fairfield Insurance Associates- 425-9588

Email: info@fairfieldinsurance.com

Term expires June 2005

Treasurer:  Nino Giacalone 
Accounting Service – 252-8779

Email- ninonapa@aol.com
Term expires June 2006
Vice Chair: Tony Brantley
Brantley’s Taekwondo-429-3744

Email-brantleysata@yahoo.com

Term expires June 2005

Corresponding Secretary: Kerry Vafeas
Amore’s Pizzeria & Ristorante- 428-2210

Email-amorespizza@sbcglobal.net

Term Expires June 2007

Directors:

Klaus Jacobi

Rosanna’s Bakery- 422-2253

Email-klaus2xl@myexcel.com
Term expires June 2007

Gary Dyas 

All Fund Mortgage- 422-3863

gdyas@all fundmortgage.com

Term expires June 2006
Cathi Jasso 

Pacific California Realty – 428-1105

paccalcat@jccomp.com

Term expires June 2005
Richard Lockwood 

Touch of Faith – 425-3393

Email-richardlockwood@sbcglobal.net

Term expires June 2006

Wayne Mayhew

Pepper Belly’s- 426-4622

Email- mayhew@pepperbellys.com
Term expires June 2007

George Romero (Associate Member)
HiTec Cellular- 421-2189

MrHitec@wmconnect.com

Term expires June 2005

THIS COULD BE YOU!! HOW ABOUT IT??

Bob Reich (ExOfficio Member)
Fairfield Center for Creative Arts- 428-7760

rreich@ci.fairfield.ca.us

Staff:

Emily Low (Main Street Program Coordinator), 

Email- emily@fairfielddowntown.com

Sharon Trujillo (Office Manager) 

Email-Sharon@fairfielddowntown.com

Sue Violette (Event Planner)- 
Email- mail@fairfielddowntown.com

Phone- 422-0103 – Fax- 422-1256
FDA Membership Benefits

· Medical coverage through Western Health Advantage- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Dental coverage through Blue Shield- call our broker, Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for more information.

· Reduced rates on bulk rate/ pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for special events or promotional mailing.

· Free photocopies.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic.  Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Discount on dry cleaning at Fairfield Cleaners, 625 Jackson St, 427-0161.

· Press release preparation for special promotions.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

Looking Ahead

Coming Events- 

Halloween- Sunday, October 31st.  FDA will sponsor a “Safe Trick or Treat” from 2pm to 4pm, followed by the Haunted Theater at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts.  Cathi Jasso (Pac Cal Realty- 428-1105) and Wayne Mayhew (Property Owner) will be visiting merchants to invite participation.  FDA will order bulk candy.  Please plan to be open to distribute trick or treat surprises to costumed children visiting your shop.  If Cathi and Wayne haven’t visited you and you’d like to participate, call the office and we’ll fax over the participation agreement and order form.

Veterans Day- Thursday, November 11th (federal holiday).  Fairfield’s Community Services Department and local veterans’ groups will host the fourth Veterans Day Parade.  The day will begin with a concert at 10am, and a solemn ceremony of remembrance at 11am (the exact time of the armistice ending World War I).  These events will take place at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts (1035 Texas Street).  At 12:30pm, the parade will begin.  It will follow the traditional route from Webster/ Kentucky to Taylor Street, to Texas St, to Jefferson St and back to the start at Webster/ Kentucky.

Surrounding streets will be closed from approximately 8am, and will be reopened as soon after the parade as possible.  Limited seating near the reviewing stand will be available for veterans.

Holiday Night of Lights- Friday, December 3rd.  FDA’s annual Christmas tree lighting and arrival of Santa Claus in the downtown heralds the beginning of the holiday season in Fairfield.  Merchants are asked to stay open for the event, which will run from 6pm until 8pm.  Texas Street will be closed from 5:30pm until approximately 9pm.   Non-profit organizations have been invited to partner with downtown merchants for light displays in holiday themes.  

County Government Center Update

Thursday, December 16, 2004- Dedication of the completed building.  Government officials and representatives from the various engineering and contracting firms will be on hand for a dedication ceremony.  That evening, a gala reception will open the facility in style with sit down dinner and entertainment.

Saturday, March 12, 2005- the entire campus of the Government Center will be complete and all staff will be moved in.  To celebrate, the County is planning a community-wide celebration, inviting the entire county to come and see the new buildings.  Tours of the new facility will be held and school music groups have been invited to perform through the day.  

FDA has been invited to participate with sidewalk sales and promotions to show all the new county employees and guests what downtown has to offer.

We Need You to participate in the sidewalk sale welcoming approximately 800 new county employees (plus visitors!) to the district.  Here is a great chance to promote our district to people who aren’t familiar with the area, but will now be working a short walk from your shop or office.  You can help in several ways-

· Suggest an idea for a district- wide promotion.  Employee discount?  “Downtown Dollar$”?  “County Cash”?  Downtown promotions card with dollars off after certain numbers of purchases?  

· Participate in the sidewalk sale on March 12th. Will you help organize it?

· Decorate your windows to welcome the County employees.

· Offer Grand Opening specials from December 16th to March 12th.

· Finish those “fix it” projects to make your business the best looking on the block.  Repair the window trim; paint the façade (or convince your property owner to do it!).  Freshen up that display window.

· Put together a Fairfield Downtown Association Business Directory.

Beautification Update

With the opening of the Solano County Government Center around the corner, it’s time for us to concentrate on sprucing up the neighborhood.  

There are City of Fairfield programs designed to help business and property owners offset the cost of improvements to the properties.  Grants and below market rate loans are available for building improvements that result in increased numbers of available jobs and façade improvements.  Several property owners have recently taken advantage of these programs and you can see improvements taking shape throughout the district.

We know that the county celebrations have been scheduled.  Now it’s time to “put the money where the mouth is” and show our pride in our district by making every storefront shine in time for the springtime celebration.

If you see maintenance needs in the common areas please call the FDA office or Beautification Chair Cathi Jasso (428-1105) so we can begin working on solutions.  Recently, Public Works and Economic Development personnel have been walking the district to pinpoint problems and schedule repairs or pruning.  FDA staff can’t be everywhere all the time, so we rely on merchants and customers to keep us informed of landscape or maintenance issues that need attention.  

For example- see drip systems spraying water in the air?  Tru-Green does its clean-up in the morning, so workers are not always on site to see an leaking emitter in the afternoon.  If you see something like this call the FDA office so we can pass the information on to Public Works for attention.

Everyone needs to take responsibility for the beautification of the district

Find an abandoned shopping cart?  Let’s get it off the street before it becomes “transitional housing.”  City of Fairfield Public Works Department recommends





Silicon Highway, Inc. 


Shopping Cart Retrieval- 


925-254-1862 OR 800-998- CART (2278)












