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ADVERTISING Options
Special Daily Republic promotional advertising:

Independence Day- Full-page ad with the parade and festivities featured in the middle.  Margin ads are available from $140 to $250 each.  The ad will run on Wednesday, June 30th and Saturday, July 3rd.

Tomato Festival- Double Truck featuring downtown merchants.  Ads will be full color processing (sponsored by FDA).  The schedule of events will take up the middle, with varying sized ads around the margins.  Merchant rate is $12.70 per column inch.  The ads will run on Sunday, August 8th and Friday, August 13th.  Deadline for ad copy is July 21, 2004

In response to merchant requests, the FDA and the Daily Republic have designed a full page, monthly Downtown Business feature.  Modeled after the page run in the Vacaville Reporter on Wednesdays, the page will feature two downtown businesses at the top (on a rotating basis) with the rest of the page filled with 3”x4” business ads.  These ads will cost $75 per ad.  Businesses are limited to one ad per run (although you’re welcome to advertise in additional spots in the paper as well).  We ask for a one-year commitment (12 ads) and ask that the individual ads not change more than twice during the year.

Robert Ponce at the Daily Republic will contact all the Downtown merchants, but you may call Robert directly for more information (427-6965).

The Daily Republic offers FDA members special advertising rates all year, but these special promotional pages are particularly important, since they respond to needs expressed by members in the semi annual meeting and by Board members at the annual retreat.  Please take advantage of the special rates.
Solano County Library Building
At its monthly meeting, the FDA Board of Directors passed a resolution authorizing staff to send a letter to the Solano County Board of Supervisors.  The Board position states, “The Fairfield Downtown Association Board of Directors respectfully requests that the Solano 

County Board of Supervisors keep the old County library building in its current location and renovate the building for use as a county museum with access for community events.”

On June 22nd, the Board of Supervisors voted 5 to 0 to keep the building on its existing site.

Board Election Results

At two sessions of the semi-annual FDA Membership meeting held on June 8th, ballots were cast in the annual Board of Directors election.  Three Board positions were available, with Klaus Jacobi (Rosanna’s Bakery), Wayne Mayhew (Pepper Belly’s) and Kerry Vafeas (Amore’s Pizzeria) on the ballot.  All were elected, and will serve terms until June 30, 2007.

Zoning Change

At its meeting on June 9th, the Planning Commission voted 4 to 2 to recommend approval of the requested change to the Zoning Ordinance.  The amendment requires that ground floor spaces facing Texas Street in the three blocks from Jefferson Street to Madison Street (the Central Core) support “walk-in” retail traffic.  Other types of strictly office, call center or warehouse use will still be permitted in side streets and upper floor spaces.

The amendment now goes to the City Council for two readings and public comment.  It should become part of the Zoning Ordinance around September 15, 2004.  For more information contact Julia Moseley, City of Fairfield Assistant Planner at 428-7040 or Rich Atkins, Economic Development Specialist at 428-7572.

Independence Day
Our traditional Independence Day celebration takes place on Sunday, July 4th.

Assembly for the parade will begin at 8am on Webster Street between Kentucky Street and Utah Street, continuing to Travis Blvd depending on numbers of 

entries.  Horses will be judged at 10am, with parade step-off at noon.  The Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum fundraiser barbeque and a free concert by the Jelly Roll Jazz Band will be from 11am to 2pm on the Courthouse annex lawn.

Streets around the parade route and assembly areas will be closed from about 9am, and will be re-opened as soon as possible after the parade has passed by.

Since the parade falls on a Sunday, it is the perfect time for merchants and business owners who are normally open for business and unable to volunteer at an event to help out.  

Please help us with this important community event.  Volunteers are needed to help decorate the reviewing stand (at Madison Street on Texas Street), barricade control along the route and assembly assistance on Webster Street.  Call the FDA office for more information.

Tomato Festival Excitement

While hosting the thirteenth annual Tomato Festival on Saturday, August 14th, the Fairfield Downtown Association will also host the West Coast Barbeque Championship.  

Twenty to twenty-five barbeque teams from all over the western United States will arrive in Fairfield on Friday, August 13th to set up, and will cook and prepare barbeque in five categories- sauce, chicken, ribs, pork butt and brisket.  

The Kansas City Barbeque Society has sanctioned the event, and if organizers can attract 25 teams, the winner of the Fairfield competition will travel to Kansas City for the Grand Nationals.

This is a wonderful enhancement to the Tomato Festival, and may provide our festival with national television coverage:  Food Network currently covers the various regional competitions.

Since teams travel from all over the western states, many will stay in local hotels and will eat in local restaurants, benefiting downtown merchants particularly.  

Major corporations are showing interest in sponsoring our event.  If you have suggestions for a company that might make a good festival sponsor, please contact the FDA office. 

Congratulations to Event Planner Sue Violette for making this contact and negotiating a plan to incorporate this competition in our festival!

Linda Tenbrink of Tenbrink Farms reports that she has more than 100 varieties of heirloom tomatoes growing in her field.  Mother Nature- willing, we’ll have record numbers of tomatoes for our festival.

Look for an expanded Tomato Alley, including a farmers market and more gourmet tomato products than ever before- by popular demand.

The North Texas Street Business Association’s annual Chili Cook-off, Walk-A-Thon and Car Show is scheduled for the same day, so our Promotions Committee and Board of Directors have embraced the addition as a good way for our two groups to work together.  We’ve often been asked to add a car show to the Tomato Festival, so this gives us an opportunity to do that without the additional work for our committee and staff.  

Watch for advertising that points out the cooperative events- barbeque making tasty bookends for the  Tomato Festival!

Festival parking will still include the Armijo High School parking lot.  Chamber of Commerce President Mark Essman is working with Westfield Shoppingtown to secure some space at the mall for festival parking.  MV Transportation and the City of Fairfield are also working with us to increase shuttle bus service that will be needed to service the many additional guests we’ll host with the combined events.

The Soroptimist organization of Northern Solano County will coordinate the annual Tomato Cooking Contest.  The amateur contest will be held the week before the festival at the Hilton Garden Inn, with kitchen and meeting room space donated as a sponsorship of the event.  The professional competition will take place as an Iron Chef-type contest in the courtyard at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts.  For more information or application forms contact Sally Sylvia- 426-9410 or Beth Shedden- 434-9723.

Sign up for FREE booth space in the craft/ commercial vendor areas.  Offer Tomato Festival discounts or promotions.  Distribute flyers- we’ll help you design and print them.  Decorate your store windows with a Tomato Festival theme.  Advertise in the Daily Republic Double Truck advertising.  This festival is for you to showcase your store or business to people who may not have seen it before- let’s make it the best EVER!

“On The Town” is Back

FDA is again considering a four-minute “On the Town” promotional segment from Leo Vrana.  Last year’s spot focused on our Certified Farmers Market, and ran weekly from June through August.  This year’s schedule is a bit later- the spot will run from August to early October at 8pm on Wednesdays on Channel 11 in Fairfield and Channel 8 in Vacaville.  It will cover Fairfield, Vacaville, Suisun City, Green Valley, Cordelia and Travis.  Vallejo and Benicia are also possible- Leo is working on the details.  FDA will use one minute to focus on our two major festivals.  That leaves three minutes for individual businesses to participate.  The more businesses that participate, the lower the per-business cost will be.  If you are interested in this valuable marketing tool, contact the office- 422-0103

Business Activity

1001 Texas Street welcomes three new businesses:

· Cornerstone Quilt Shoppe will be tentatively opening in Suite A on July 1, 2004.  The Shoppe will feature 100% cotton fabrics from Moda, Benartex, Northcott and many others.  There will be a large selection of books and patterns available to inspire quilters of all skill levels.  The Shoppe will also carry a variety of notions and threads.  Machine quilting services are also available.

 

The Shoppe will be open M-F 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm.  Sunday hours may vary.  For more information you can stop by and meet owners Beverly Cavazos, Margaret Haynes and Lori Johnson, or call The Shoppe at (707) 438-2969.

· Solano Land Trust has moved its executive offices into Suite C at the back of the building from its previous downtown location.  

· Heavenly Grounds, a faith based coffee house. Come get a Taste of Heaven, serving fabulous coffee, teas, Frusia (smoothies),  pastries and, on those HOT summer days, famous Rainbow ice cream.  Relax in a comfortable and cozy environment.  Call Heavenly Grounds at 426-2056

At 1000 Texas Street:

· Taty’s Place opens July 1st. Owners Tawny and Sheila offer “Pick Your Piece and Paint It” pottery and glazing for kids of all ages.  They will host parties, fundraisers, bridal showers, book clubs- you name it, and offer free studio time for kids under six when accompanied by a paid adult.    Hours will be Tuesday through Saturday 10 to 9; Sunday 11 to 6.

At 933 Texas Street:

· Tere’s Hair Salon is now open.  Tere’s offers hair care for the entire family, including perms, highlights, hair color, wax, flat tops and hair treatments.  Business hours are Monday through Saturday 10 to 6 and Sunday 10 to 3.  Tere’s is a bilingual business, with Spanish and English spoken.  Contact Tere’s Hair Salon at 432-0701.

At 713 Jackson Street:

· Young’s Market has moved out, and Dama Beauty Supply has moved in.  Formerly across the street at 716 Jackson Street, Dama needed more space for its ever-growing business.  Call Dama Beauty Supply at 422-8694.

At 823 Texas Street:

· Scrappers Anonymous is now open in the space formerly occupied by Phil’s Men’s Shop.  Scrappers Anonymous carries a wide variety of albums, papers, borders, cut-outs, stickers and other materials for scrap books of every theme- from family heritage to graduations, babies and Disney.  Classes and gifts certificates will be available soon.  Hours are Tuesday through Friday 10 to 7; Saturday 10 to 6- closed Sunday & Monday.  The shop will be open until 8pm on Thursdays for classes and the Certified Farmers Market as well.  Phone is 435-1700.

At 809 Texas Street:

· Brantley’s Taekwondo Academy moved into the space most recently occupied by Sidekicks.  Anthony and Patricia Brantley were looking for larger space and wanted to remain in the downtown corridor.  The 809 Texas space fits their needs well, and parents report that the rear access through the municipal parking lot behind the studio is great for dropping students off at the academy.  Brantley’s can be reached at 429-3744.

On a sadder note-

· Pietro’s Italian Restaurant has closed following the withdrawal of a buyer during the escrow period after more than thirty years.  Susanna Brooks and Sandra Over are currently entertaining other offers.

· George Fernando, current Board Chair and owner of Redi Office Emporium has announced that he will close his business and move to Las Vegas at the end of August.  George has been an important part of the revitalization effort in downtown since early 2000, and has served two terms as Chairperson of the FDA Board of Directors and Chairs the Promotions Committee.

FDA Meeting Schedule

The FDA Board meets the third Thursday of each month- April 15th, May 20th, June 17th, July 15th, August 19th, September 16th, October 21st, November 18th and December 16th.  Meetings start at 8:30 AM at Pepper Belly’s (849 Texas St) and adjourn no later than 10:00 AM.

The meetings are not limited to Board members.  All FDA members are encouraged to attend and make their opinions, wants and needs known to the Board.  

The agenda for Board meetings is distributed to every Board member the week prior to the regular meeting, and is posted at the FDA office.  Provide office manager Sharon Trujillo with your email address and she will send you a copy as well.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.  Gary Dyas (All Fund Mortgage- 429-9720) chairs this committee.  

Beautification is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district, and presents a monthly “punch list” to the City for maintenance and landscaping issues.  Cathi Jasso (Pac Cal Realty- 428-1105) chairs this committee.  

Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.  The committee meets the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 8:30am in the FDA office.  George Fernando (Redi Office Emporium- 426-2659) chairs this committee.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district, and works with City of Fairfield staff to implement the recruitment strategy for downtown.  The committee meets the second Tuesday of the month at 8:30am in the FDA office.  Nino Giacalone (Fusilli Ristorante- 252-8779) chairs this committee.  

These committee chairs are always looking for business and property owners to help in their mission.  If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact the committee chair or the FDA office staff at 422-0103.

Main Street Certification

The efforts of the Fairfield Downtown Association (FDA) have earned it recognition for commercial district revitalization by meeting standards for performance set by the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s National Main Street Center.  FDA joins 560 other Main Street revitalization programs nationally recognized as a National Main Street Program for 2004.

“A healthy Main Street district is vital to a healthy community,” said Kennedy Smith, director of the National Trust’s Main Street program.  “Not only do Main Street districts reflect their communities’ evolution and personalities, they also generate significant revenues for local governments.”

The annual recognition program evaluates commercial district revitalization program criteria ranging from having an active board of directors and paid professional manager to tracking economic progress and preserving historic Main Street buildings.

Particularly significant this year is that certification as a National Main Street district was awarded despite the fact that the California state program was deleted from the budget last year.  Communities active in the California Main Street program banded together and established their own, independent nonprofit organization, California Main Street Alliance (CAMSA), to support the individual communities and step into the void left by the loss of the state-run program.  The National Trust has recognized CAMSA as the state coordinating organization, an important step to the realignment of the state program.  Emily Low, the FDA Main Street Program Coordinator has been elected Corresponding Secretary for CAMSA.

In addition to its success in certification for twenty-seven California districts, California Main Street Alliance was successful in it efforts to obtain passage of a budget trailer bill to re-establish a statewide Main Street program to be housed within the State Historic Preservation Office with an annual budget for support staff.  Main Street districts from all over California testified before Assembly and Senate committees to press for reestablishment of the state program.
FDA Membership Benefits

· Medical coverage through Western Health Advantage- call broker Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for information.

· Dental -Carlos Badell-800-870-4510.

· Vision - Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510

· Reduced rates on bulk rate/ pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for special events or promotional mailing- you bring the paper; we’ll copy!

· Free photocopies.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic.  Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Discount on dry cleaning at Fairfield Cleaners, 625 Jackson St, 427-0161.

· Press release preparation for special promotions.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

· Free Notary service at Fairfield Insurance Agency- 729 Jefferson St- 425-9588

· Free advertising on the side screens at Pepper Belly’s- 949 Texas St- 426-4622

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment agencies were exempt from the 1971 assessment district.  Associate Memberships now allow those businesses to join the association and take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 per year, while individuals and families pay $35 per year.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact a Board member or the FDA office about becoming an associate member.

FDA Board of Directors

Chair: George Fernando 
Redi Office Emporium – 426-2659

E-mail: capocsgm@aol.com - Term expires June 2006

Vice Chair: Tony Brantley

Brantley’s Taekwondo-429-3744

E-mail-mrsbrantley@excite.com - Term expires June 2005

Treasurer:  Nino Giacalone 
Fusilli Ristorante – 428-4211/ 252-8779

E-mail- ninonapa@aol.com
 Term expires June 2006

Corresponding Secretary: Cathi Jasso 

Pacific California Realty – 428-1105

E-mail- paccalcat@jjcis.net
Term expires June 2005
Directors
Wash Blount

Fairfield Insurance Associates

729 Jefferson St- 425-9588

E-mail- info@fairfieldinsurance.com

Term expires June 2005

Judy Davis (Associate Member)

Golden Horizon Mortgage – 425-5314

E-mail- wjd8604@aol.com
Term expires June 2004
Gary Dyas

All Fund Mortgage

1107 Longspur Ln- Suisun City

E-mail- gdyas@allfundmortgage.com

Term expires June 2006

Klaus Jacobi

Rosanna’s Bakery

1119 Texas Street- 422-2253

E-mail- klaus2xl@myexcel.com
Term expires 6/30/04

Richard Lockwood

Touch of Faith- 425-3393

E-mail- richardlockwood@sbcglobal.net
Term expires June 2006

Wayne Mayhew

Pepper Belly’s- 426-4622

E-mail- mayhew@pepperbellys.com
Term expires June 2004

George Romero

HiTec Cellular & Paging- 321-1792

E-mail- Mrhitec3@wmconnect.com

Term expires June 2005

Bob Reich (ExOfficio Member)

Fairfield Center for Creative Arts- 428-7760 

E-mail- rreich@ciFairfield.ca.us
Staff: Emily Low (Main Street Program Coordinator)

E-mail- emily@fairfielddowntown.com
Sharon Trujillo (Office Manager & Clerk to Board)

E-mail- sharon@fairfielddowntown.com
Sue Violette (Event Planner)- 422-0103

E-mail- mail@fairfielddowntown.com
City Liaison: Rich Atkins- 428-7572

E-mail- ratkins@ci.fairfield.ca.us










Page 1 of 5

