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FREE ADVERTISING!

Get your attention?  Wayne Mayhew (Pepper Belly’s) offers FREE advertising on his side screens to downtown merchants.  There is no fee!!   

Call Wayne for more information- 426-4622

CHAMBER MIXER

by Cathi Jasso, Pac Cal Realty

It’s that time of year again- the FDA will host our annual Chamber Mixer.  Since we had such a good response from our last mixer, chamber members have asked us for a repeat performance of the fashion show!  If you would like to participate as a model or have any of your merchandise modeled, please contact Cathi Jasso (428-1105) by April 10th.

The mixer will be held at Fairfield Center for Creative Arts (1035 Texas Street), on May 10th, from 5:30 to 7pm.  

We have a limit of two (2) models per business, each modeling one outfit because our time is limited.

We are also looking for donations for door prizes.  Door prizes are an excellent way to bring new customers to your stores, “two for” deals or gift certificates are especially good.

Board Member Gary Dyas has agreed to coordinate food for the mixer.  Each downtown restaurant is invited to participate by providing finger food or appetizers for 25 to 30 people.  Typically, the mixer brings 75 to 100 chamber members to the event, so food should be planned accordingly.  The Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors will provide the bar and beverages.

Downtown merchants are encouraged to have a table at the mixer- this is a perfect opportunity to show local business people what you offer.

YOU NEED NOT BE A CHAMBER MEMBER TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS MIXER.  8- foot tables will be provided by the theater, so all you need to bring is a display of brochures, etc.  

MORE FREE ADVERTISING!

Fashion show participation- Cathi Jasso at 428-1105 Restaurant participation- Gary Dyas at 429-9720  Display table space- Sue or Sharon at 422-0103

Revitalization Update

The new Solano County Administration Center is taking shape very quickly now.  The Board of Supervisors expects to have a December meeting in the new chambers, so work is progressing very rapidly now.  Tentative plans call for an official grand opening ceremony in early March next year- after all county employees have moved into their new facility.  Specific planning of the plaza is underway, with construction to follow shortly.  

The FDA has been invited to participate in the planning process, and will be involved in the opening celebration next spring.

With so much activity at the county facility, attention is being drawn to downtown.  Vacancies are fewer than just a few months ago, and lease rates are increasing.  Now is the perfect opportunity for you to improve your property with a fresh coat of paint or repairs.  Does your signage meet the City’s requirements?  Does your business look appealing from the street?  Let’s get downtown “spiffed up” before the grand opening of the county complex.

The Fairfield Downtown Association has received two grants from the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) system for improvements in the district.

$40,000 has been awarded to FDA for increasing the electrical capability in the street light poles to better support needs for our holiday decorations and festivals.  These improvements will also allow us to activate the lights in the pergolas that line Texas Street.

$50,000 has been awarded for installation of crosswalk lights at the intersections of Texas Street with Taylor Street and Madison Street.  Activated by a pedestrian, the lights in the crosswalk will flash to let an on-coming driver know that someone is waiting to cross the street.  

Funding is for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2004.  At that time the bid process will begin and construction will follow.  

The City of Fairfield Economic Development Department received CDBG funding for its façade rehabilitation and property acquisition programs.  

These two programs are very important to the beautification and continuing revitalization of the district.  For more information contact Rich Atkins at 428-7572.

Leasing of the space at 1001 Texas Street (formerly Salvation Army) continues.  Two tenants have been acquired for the site, leaving one 1700-square foot space available for a retail use facing Texas Street.  Tenant improvements will begin in the next couple of months.

The City of Fairfield Economic Development Division introduced a new tool to assist companies with site selection:  Fairfield Properties Online.  This web-based property and information system uses Geographic Information System (GIS) software that provides users the ability to search for available properties within the city limits, then provides the user with an aerial view of the site, as well as demographic and consumer information for the area surrounding the property.  
The advantage of Fairfield Properties Online is the ability of brokers to input their available listings directly on the website.  

Benefits of Fairfield Properties Online: 

* Searches for available commercial property based on user-defined information such as size and type of use.
* Property reports for available properties and analysis of demographic, consumer, and business/workforce data from any location within the city

* User-defined business reports from any location within the city.
* Site maps, where users can zoom in or out, pan and identify information on the map.  
To access the available properties database, visit the City website at www.ci.fairfield.ca.us.  Select Economic Development from the Featured Pages Menu.  Then choose Fairfield Properties Online.
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Quarterly Business Seminar
Thursday, April 29, at 7:45 a.m. 
Lobby of the Center for Creative Arts on Texas Street. 

Free Continental breakfast provided. 

Agenda:
· City Manager Kevin O’Rourke- on City Council Priorities for 2004-2005 

· Mario Ubalde - GIS Planning 


How to use and take advantage of the City’s new GIS available properties database.  Admission is free.  

For more information or to reserve your space, please contact Anita Horwath at (707) 428-7462 or ahorwath@ci.fairfield.ca.us.
MEMBER NEWS

Pepper Belly’s Comedy Club and Variety Theater recently appointed Sally Hogarty as its new marketing and public relations director.  Hogarty is uniquely qualified for this position says club owner Wayne Mayhew: “Sally not only has over 20 years experience in marketing and public relations, she is a performer herself and has produced hundreds of concerts and other performing arts events.”


Hogarty currently produces a seven-event series for Saint Mary’s College in Moraga as well as publicizing programs and events for Sutter Memorial Hospitals and Walnut Creek’s Civic Arts Education. Her previous experience includes coordinating weekly concerts at Casino San Pablo and publicizing/marketing performances for Center REP, Moving Arts Dance, the Chronicle Pavilion, Cal State Hayward, Contra Costa Musical Theatre, and Pro Arts Symphony to name just a few. “While I have worked with comedians in some of the series I’ve been involved with, I’ve never worked directly with a comedy club,” Hogarty says. “I’m really looking forward to being around the talented comedians who perform at Pepper Belly’s.”

Call (707) 422-SHOW or visit the website at www.pepperbellys.com.

Fusilli - Open for Sunday Dinner

The restaurant is now open for dinner on Sundays! Thanks to all of our guests for helping to make this new dinner service a reality. Now that the days are getting longer and springtime is coming to downtown Fairfield, we look forward to seeing you on Sunday evenings as you wind up your weekend. 

Call 428-4211 for reservations.

Fusilli Boxed Lunches

[image: image1.wmf]This is NOT your mother’s boxed lunch! More and more professionals are taking advantage of Fusilli’s offbeat gourmet boxed lunches, which are an economical and convenient alternative for meetings. Enjoy your choice of... 

· Smoked Turkey, Red Onion, Cucumber, Alfalfa Sprouts, Smoked Mozzarella and Pesto Mayo

· Grilled Prosciutto, Pear and Garlic Jack Cheese

· Baked Pepperoni and Salami, Mozzarella and Dijon Aioli

All sandwiches include fruit salad, pasta salad, chocolate chip cookie, and a beverage. Served on Focaccia. (Minimum Order: 10 Lunches)

$10.00 per Lunch.

NEW MEMBERS

House of Thai has opened at 739 Texas Street, in the location most recently housing Lotus Thai Cuisine.  The new menu includes traditional Thai dishes, vegetarian selections and mouth-watering salads.  “To Go” orders are welcome.

Amore’s Pizzeria is open at 835 Texas Street for take out and delivery.  Pizzas bear “downtown” titles like “Texas Street All Beef Combo” and the “Barbershop Combo,” to honor the memory of Alan Witt.  FDA staff says the “Sea Combo” is incredible.

Frontline Comics is open at 905 Texas Street.  Owner Chris Meyer and Manager Scott Duncan offer comics, board games and table games.  There are collectible items and role-playing games.  Plans include gaming tournaments. 

Scrappers Anonymous is coming soon at 832 Texas Street, the former site of Phil’s Men’s Shop.  A scrapbook shop has long been on the list of businesses requested for downtown, so the Business Development committee is very pleased to see this addition to the district.

10 Places to Get Your Business Mentioned in the Daily Republic

by Marla Pugh, Assistant City Editor

1. Keeping Up With People: Did you recently hire someone new?  Promote someone to a new position?  Was one of your employees recognized with an award?  This is the place where we show where people are going and how they’re achieving great things.

2. Open for Business: Did you open a business in the last three months?  We regularly profile new businesses in Solano County.

3. Matters of Business: Did you move your office, expand your office, start a new product line or double your sales?  This is the place we let people know about businesses that are moving and shaking things up.

4. Good Deeds: Did  your business make a charitable donation or hold a fundraiser?  We let others know how your enterprise contributed to the community.

5. Conversation: If you’re a business owner with an interesting story and a sense of humor, we want to sit down and ask you some questions about what makes you tick.  This feature gives you a chance to say what you want in your own words, and lets others gain insight into the person behind the business.

6. Working Hero: Do you have an employee who goes the extra mile, or work with someone who makes an ordinary job extraordinary?  We take nominations for these working heroes and honor the winners in our paper weekly.

7. Business Calendar: Do you have an event coming up that is geared for the business community?  Our business calendar is published weekly and includes meetings or events for any business group that is open for membership, and private business seminars that don’t exceed $25.

8. That’s Made Here: We periodically do features on businesses that produce a unique product in Solano County, and show how the product is made.  It’s a great way to get the word out on how your business works.

9. Tool Box: Do you have a unique business problem you just can’t get a handle on?  Let us know your problem, and we’ll put you in touch with experts that can help you solve it, free.

10. Under Construction: We do regular features of building projects in the county.  If you are building a new office building, or are a developer breaking ground on a new project, this is a good way to let people know what all those bulldozers are about.

Contact the Daily Republic business desk anytime with your story ideas by calling 427-6934, e-mailing mpugh@dailyrepublic.net or faxing your information to 425-5924.

Certified Farmers Market

Market Manager Joan Taramasso has all the details in place for another terrific market season.  Beginning May 6th, the market will take place every Thursday afternoon from 4pm to 8pm on Texas Street between Taylor and Madison Streets.

Joan expects most of last year’s vendors again, and one local Suisun Valley farmer will join us this year.  Watsonville strawberries and Mr. Lujan’s wonderful peaches will return.  Gold Rush Kettle Korn, Verdis with his delicious apple juice and Sue Myer with her great barbeque will be back.

We’ll have live music and a free children’s arts and craft activity each week.  Local chefs will provide weekly cooking demonstrations.

Call Joan for your free booth or table- 707-252-7142.

This will be the last year for the market in this location- next year the market will move to the new Solano County Administration Center Plaza at the corner of Texas Street and Jefferson Street.

Remember- FDA merchants are entitled to free booth space at each festival AND at the farmers market.

Independence Day

Following a letter from a concerned citizen, the Promotions committee reviewed its plans for the annual parade, and decided to schedule the event at noon on the 4th of July.  This time will allow Fairfield’s faithful to attend church services then attend the parade.  It will also prevent elderly parade participants from standing around in the hot July sun any longer than absolutely necessary.

Assembly for the parade will begin at 8am instead of 6am, so our loyal volunteers are happy about that.

Horses will be judged at 10am, with parade step-off at noon.  The Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum fundraiser barbeque and a free concert by the Jelly Roll Jazz Band will be from 11am to 2pm on the Courthouse annex lawn.
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Tomato Festival Excitement

While hosting the thirteenth annual Tomato Festival on Saturday, August 14th, the Fairfield Downtown Association will also host the Western States Barbeque Championship.  

Twenty to twenty-five barbeque teams from all over the western United States will arrive in Fairfield on Friday, August 13th to set up, and will cook and prepare barbeque in five categories- sauce, chicken, ribs, pork butt and brisket.  

This event is sanctioned by the Kansas City Barbeque Society, and the winner of the Fairfield competition travels to Kansas City for the Grand Nationals.

This is a wonderful enhancement to the Tomato Festival, and may provide our festival with national television coverage:  Food Network currently covers the various regional competitions.

Since teams travel from all over the western states, many will stay in local hotels and will eat in local restaurants, benefiting downtown merchants particularly.  

Major corporations are showing interest in sponsoring our event.  If you have suggestions for a company that might make a good festival sponsor, please contact the FDA office. 

Congratulations to Event Planner Sue Violette for making this contact and negotiating a plan to incorporate this competition in our festival!

Linda Tenbrink of Tenbrink Farms reports that she has more than 100 varieties of heirloom tomatoes growing in her field.  Mother Nature- willing, we’ll have record numbers of tomatoes for our festival.

Look for an expanded Tomato Alley, including a farmers market and more gourmet tomato products than ever before.

Candy Festival-“How sweet it is!”

By Sue Violette, Event Planner

The Promotions Committee announced October 9, 2004 as its date for the 4th Annual Candy Festival.  Jefferson Street to Pennsylvania Avenue will be transformed into an old-fashioned candy shoppe.  With over 30 Candy Companies expected to participate, the sugar will be flying.  We will be welcoming back Jelly Belly, Thompson Candy, Guittard, Hershey’s, Sincere Sweets to name a few.  We are inviting many international candy companies to give another “flavor” to the festival.

Community Services will host the “Hands On Arts & Crafts.”  They will have many crafts stations that will be free to all that participate.  This year, new to the event will be teen activities. 

Another exciting first this year is the possibility of having many local dentists here to encourage good dental hygiene.  The Napa-Solano Dental Society has expressed interest in bringing its mobile educational unit.  With the many children that will be attending the Candy festival, what a perfect place to give out some information and offer check ups, especially to those who would not normally be exposed to it. 

Back for your entertainment pleasure is Owen Baker Flynn, Bedazzle Dancing Dogs, and- a favorite to all-a barbershop quartet. 

Last year we hosted over 40,000 guests and with the same expectation we are offering shuttle services from the Candy Companies to the festival.  

Merchants are encouraged to offer Candy festival discounts or promotions.  Let us know ahead of time and we will help make flyers for your store.  We also encourage all to decorate their store windows with a Candy Festival theme.  This festival is for you; the merchants- let’s make it the best EVER!

Web Site News

Garson Design Services has updated the FDA website to include downloadable/ printable applications for the Independence Day parade entries and all festival vendor applications.  The forms are available in both “pdf” and “word” format, so potential entries or vendors can click on the appropriate form and print a copy.  Then they simply complete the form and send in their payment.  FDA staff spends less time on the phone and significantly less money is spent on mailing of applications.

Remember: for a small fee your website can be linked to the FDA site.  Call Steve Garson- 428-1743 for more information.

FDA Meeting Schedule

The FDA Board meets the third Thursday of each month- April 15th, May 20th, June 17th, July 15th, August 19th, September 16th, October 21st, November 18th and December 16th.  Meetings start at 8:30 AM at Pepper Belly’s (849 Texas St) and adjourn no later than 10:00 AM.

The meetings are not limited to Board members.  All FDA members are encouraged to attend and make their opinions, wants and needs known to the Board.  

The agenda for Board meetings is distributed to every Board member the week prior to the regular meeting, and is posted at the FDA office.  Provide office manager Sharon Trujillo with your email address and she will send you a copy as well.

Standing Committees

Organization is the administrative committee and is responsible for membership and fundraising drives.  Gary Dyas (J&J Mortgage- 429-9720) chairs this committee.  

Beautification is responsible for the overall look and maintenance of the district, and presents a monthly “punch list” to the City for maintenance and landscaping issues.  Cathi Jasso (Pac Cal Realty- 428-1105) chairs this committee.  

Promotions oversees coordination of our special events through the year.  The committee meets the second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 8:30am in the FDA office.  George Fernando (Redi Office Emporium- 426-2659) chairs this committee.

Business Development focuses on recruiting and retaining businesses in the district, and works with City of Fairfield staff to implement the recruitment strategy for downtown.  The committee meets the second Tuesday of the month at 8:30am in the FDA office.  Nino Giacalone (Fusilli Ristorante- 252-8779) chairs this committee.  

These committee chairs are always looking for business and property owners to help in their mission.  If you are interested in serving on any of these important committee please contact the committee chair or the FDA office staff at 422-0103.

FUNDING AVAILABLE TO QUALIFIED BUSINESSES

Solano College Small Business Development Center is offering a “Small Business Financing” workshop to help business owners learn how to qualify for small business financing through federal, state, local, commercial and alternative loan programs.  Find out how to develop your loan proposal, discover the effect of credit history and learn how to correct credit-reporting errors.  In addition, discover the role of sound business, marketing and cash flow planning to ensure approval of your loan request.
 The workshop is scheduled on April 15, 6:30-9 p.m. at the Vallejo Chamber of Commerce, 2 Florida Street, in Vallejo.  Reserve a seat by calling 864-3382.  Cost is $25.
FDA Membership Benefits

· Medical coverage through Western Health Advantage- call broker Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for information.

· Dental coverage through Blue Shield- call Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510.

· Vision coverage - Carlos Badell- 800-870-4510- for information.

· Reduced rates on bulk rate/ pre-sort mailings using the FDA account.

· FREE flyers for special events or promotional mailing.

· Free photocopies.

· Reduced rate advertising in the Daily Republic.  Robert Ponce- 427-6965 

· 20% discount on vision care from Dr. Mark Christensen, 744 Empire St, 425-2187.

· Discount on dry cleaning at Fairfield Cleaners, 625 Jackson St, 427-0161.

· Press release preparation for special promotions.

· Low cost web site design through Garson Design- 428-1743- www.garsondesign.com

· Link between the FDA website- Fairfielddowntown.com - and your website.

· Low cost training and seminars through California Main Street and Solano Small Business Development Center.

· Façade Rehabilitation assistance programs through the City of Fairfield.

· Announce promotions in the FDA newsletter.

· Advocacy with Fairfield Planning and Economic Departments.

· Advertising in the FDA newsletter- $25 for a business card-size ad.

· Free Notary service at Fairfield Insurance Agency- 729 Jefferson St- 425-9588

· Free advertising on the side screens at Pepper Belly’s- 949 Texas St- 426-4622

Associate Memberships

Financial institutions, insurance and investment agencies were exempt from the 1971 assessment district.  Associate Memberships now allow those businesses to join the association and take an active role in the operations of the organization.  Businesses pay $125 per year, while individuals and families pay $35 per year.  This is a way for us to increase active participation from the community and add to the FDA operating funds.  If your business falls into one of these categories and you would like a voice in the decisions made by the organization, contact a Board member or the FDA office about becoming an associate member.

FDA Board of Directors

Chair: George Fernando 
Redi Office Emporium – 426-2659

Email: capocsgm@aol.com

Term expires June 2006

Vice Chair: Tony Brantley

Brantley’s Taekwondo-429-3744

Email-mrsbrantley@excite.com

Term expires June 2005

Treasurer:  Nino Giacalone 
Fusilli Ristorante – 428-4211/ 252-8779

Email- ninonapa@aol.com
Term expires June 2006

Corresponding Secretary: Cathi Jasso 

Pacific California Realty – 428-1105

paccalcat@jccomp.com

Term expires June 2005
Directors
Wash Blount

Fairfield Insurance Associates

729 Jefferson St- 425-9588

info@fairfieldinsurance.com

Term expires June 2005
Gary Dyas

J&J Mortgage

1107 Longspur Ln- Suisun City of Fairfield

Email- gdyas@comhomeloans.com
Term expires June 2006

Judy Davis (Associate Member)

Golden Horizon Mortgage – 425-5314

Email- wjd8604@aol.com
Term expires June 2004
Klaus Jacobi

Rosanna’s Bakery- 422-2253

Email-klaus2xl@myexcel.com
Term expires June 2004

Richard Lockwood 

Touch of Faith – 425-3393

Email-richardlockwood@sbcglobal.net
Term expires June 2006

Wayne Mayhew

Pepper Belly’s- 426-4622

Email- mayhew@pepperbellys.com
Term expires June 2004

George Romero (Associate Member)
HiTec Cellular- 421-2189

hitec@computronix.net

Term expires June 2004

Bob Reich (ExOfficio Member)
Fairfield Center for Creative Arts- 428-7760

rreich@ciFairfield.ca.us

Staff: Emily Low (Main Street Program Coordinator), 

Email- emily@fairfielddowntown.com

Sharon Trujillo (Office Manager & Clerk to Board)

E-mail- sharon@fairfielddowntown.com

Sue Violette (Event Planner)- 422-0103

Email- mail@fairfielddowntown.com

City Liaison: Rich Atkins- 428-7572

Email- ratkins@ci.Fairfield.ca.us
Welcome A New Business!

Please join the Fairfield- Suisun Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors, the FDA Board of Directors and the staff of Frontline Comics (905 Texas Street) for a Ribbon Cutting and grand opening on April 15th, at 10am.


Coming Attractions
May 6th- First Farmers Market of the Season


4pm to 8pm every Thursday

May 10th- Chamber Mixer Downtown


5:30pm to 7pm

July 4th- Independence Day Parade, BBQ & Concert


Noon to 2pm

August 14th- 13th Annual Tomato Festival


10am to 8:30pm

October 7th- Last Farmers Market of the Season


4pm to 8pm (or sunset)

October 9th- 4th Annual Candy Festival


10am to 5pm

October 31st- Halloween Trick or Treat


2pm to 4pm

November 11th- Veterans’ Day Observances


10am to 2pm

December 3rd- Holiday Night of Lights


5:30pm to 9pm
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Business card- sized space $25; Newsletter runs quarterly
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