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The Fifth Annual Candy Festival sweetens the streets of downtown Fairfield on Saturday, October 8th from 10am to 5pm.  

· As many as 30 candy- related companies will bring their wares to Candyland, including Jelly Belly, Thompson Candy Company, Guittard Chocolate Company, Gil’s Gourmet and Sincere Sweets, to name just a few.  

· There will be two candy tents this year.  One will feature those companies who are distributing samples only.  $1.00 per person will be charged for admission to this tent, where two buffet-style lines will allow guests to receive samples from Annabelle’s Candy Company, Guittard Chocolate, Hershey’s, Raley’s and others.  A second tent with no admission charge will be reserved for those companies who are selling their gourmet candy treats with limited sampling.  Companies in this tent include Jelly Belly, Thompson Candy Company, Peter Rabbit Chocolate Company, Grand Avenue Chocolates and Kendon Candy Company,

· 120 craft and commercial booths will feature everything from jewelry, ceramics, clothing and collectibles to screen doors, security systems and timeshares.

· The Fairfield High School Aquatics Club will host its fourth annual root beer float booth, and local chefs will demonstrate the art of candy making.

· Downtown restaurants will offer festival specials and food vendors in the festival area will feature old-fashioned fare like hot dogs, kettle corn, shave ice, smoothies and funnel cake.

· Children’s activities include arts and crafts sponsored by the Napa-Solano Girl Scouts, inflatable fun, a penny arcade, Radical Racers, pony rides and face painting.  Special activities for teenagers are planned as well including Candy Factor, sponsored by the Red Hat Society.

· The Community Services Department of the City of Fairfield will provide a showcase of its programs, including dance demonstrations, basketball throw, golf and football passing competitions and arts and crafts.

· At the corner of Texas Street and Jackson Street, on the west-facing exterior wall of Pepperbelly’s Comedy and Variety Theater, the Fairfield – Suisun Rotary Club, the Fairfield Cultural Arts Awards Program and the Fairfield Visual Arts Association present the community’s first annual “Mural in a Day”.  Benicia artist Lee Wilder Snider will complete Fairfield’s first public art project with the help of volunteer artists.  The theme for this inaugural work is Fairfield’s history.

· There will live on-stage entertainment throughout the day, as follows:

County Center Plaza:

10:00 to 10:30- Brantley’s Karate Kids- Tony Brantley- 707-429-3744 (brantleysata@yahoo.com)

10:30 to Noon- Blue Blazes- David Atkinson- 916-331-5267 (dbatkinson@comcast.net)

Noon to 12:30- Fairview Elementary School- Joan Gaut- 707-428-4323

(gauts@sbcglobal.net)

12:30 to 2- Loose Acoustic Trio- Ken Cooper-916-736-9416 (looseacoustictrio@yahoo.com)

2 to 2:30- Grupo Taconaso- Monica Martin- 707-812-4097 (taconasos@yahoo.com)

2:30 to 4- The Boondockers- Bill Gunter- 916-852-6265 (Gunter.Bill@gmail.com)

Texas St/ Great Jones Stage:

10 to 10:30- Amy Blanc School/ Solano Children’s Chorus- Erin Norris- 707-421-4100 (erinNo@fsusd.k12.ca.us)

10:30 to 11- Gerald Joseph, Magician - 925-778-3757 (geraldsmagic@yahoo.com)

11 to 12:15- Lana Anderson / Beedazzle Dogs: 530-878-3647 (ljanderson@wizwire.com)

12:15 to 12:45- Dance Network- Diana Neal- 707-434-1990 (dancentwk@aol.com)

12:45 to 1:15- Danc-Sing Stars Studio- Carole Warren- 707-864-6666 

(caw-dance@castles.com)

1:15 to 1:45- Owen Baker Flynn- 415-824-7427 (owen@ob-flynn.com)

1:45 to 2:15- Lana Anderson (second show)

2:30 to 3:45- Gordy Ohliger, Banjo-ologist- 530-891-3354 (GordyOh@aol.com)

Texas St/ Jackson Stage:

10 to 10:30- Sidekicks Martial Arts- Anna Eaton- City of Fairfield- 707-428-7612 (aeaton@ci.fairfield.ca.us)

10:30 to 11- Hip Hop Funk Dance Demo- Anna Eaton- City of Fairfield- 707-428-7612 (aeaton@ci.fairfield.ca.us)

11 to Noon- Candy Factor- Individual Competition- Carole Warren- 707-864-6666 

(caw-dance@castles.com)

Noon to 12:30- Filipino Dance Group- Evelyn Aveda- 707-469-1828 (Eadeva@traviscu.org)

12:30 to 1:10- Taiko Drumming- Anna Eaton- City of Fairfield- 707-428-7612 (aeaton@ci.fairfield.ca.us)

1:15 to 1:40- Irish Dancing- Anna Eaton- City of Fairfield- 707-428-7612 (aeaton@ci.fairfield.ca.us)

1:40 to 2:30- Island Dancing- Anna Eaton- City of Fairfield- 707-428-7612 (aeaton@ci.fairfield.ca.us)

2:35 to 3- Belly Dancing- Anna Eaton- City of Fairfield- 707-428-7612 (aeaton@ci.fairfield.ca.us)

3 to 4- Candy Factor- Family Competition- Carole Warren- 707-864-6666 

(caw-dance@castles.com)

Throughout the day, the Napa Valley Barbershop Chorus will wander through the festival entertaining the crowd with classic barbershop tunes. Contact is Bok Reitzel- 707-224-3674 (norbok@aol.com).

· Corporate sponsors for the Fifth Annual Candy Festival include the Fairfield Downtown Association, City of Fairfield, Jelly Belly, Thompson Candy Company, Travis Air Force Base, Travis Credit Union, Fairfield Police Officers Association, Raley’s Superstores, Made in the Shade Tent Rentals, KUIC 95.3 fm,  Garson Design Services, TV Chismes, Guittard Chocolate, the Daily Republic, Solano Garbage, Alhambra Water and MV Transportation.

· Parking is available at the Solano County Government Center Parking Garage on Delaware Street just two blocks from the festival, at the Armijo High School student parking lot on Washington Street and at the Fairfield Community Center on Kentucky Street.

· Free shuttle bus service will run from 9:30am until 5:30pm.  Two shuttles will run continuously all day- one around the immediate festival with stops at Armijo High School and the Fairfield Community Center.  The second shuttle will run from the festival to Jelly Belly and Thompson Candy Company with return trips about every half-hour.  Guests will be able to park and shop at the factories, then take the free shuttle to enjoy the festival without searching for parking downtown. 

· Volunteer opportunities abound.  Help is needed to provide relief for candy vendors, supervision for children’s activities, logo pin sales and many other positions.  

· For more information, call the Fairfield Downtown Association at 707-422-0103, or visit the web site- www.fairfielddowntown.com.
Performer Profiles:

Blue Blazes has been performing throughout the Northern California region since 1994, offering a tasty blend of rockabilly and blues tunes.  Fronted by lead guitarist and vocalist “Reckless” Dave Atkinson playing his 6120 Gretsch guitar with backing by Gary Meyer on stand-up bass and back-up vocals, and Chuck O’Bear on drums, this trio keeps ‘em dancing with jumpin’ tunes from Elvis to Muddy Waters.  

Contact Dave Atkinson at 916-331-5267 or by e-mail at datkinson@comcast.net
Loose Acoustic Trio is from Sacramento, and combines the musical talents of Ken Cooper (6 string banjo and mandolin), Richie Lawrence (accordion) and Ken Rabiroff (stand up bass).  Equal measures of folk, blues, old time country and Cajun, including original songs from Cooper and Lawrence, contribute to a distinctive, traditional roots music with a contemporary twist.  It’s all mixed together to create a good time gumbo that’s guaranteed to make you smile.  Great songs, vocal harmonies and unique instrumentation produce an infectious Americana sound.  The group has performed at many different venues since their inception.  

The Boondockers are highly talented and versatile musicians.  Bob Ringwald (piano, banjo), Bill Gunter (washboard, banjo), Ralph Thompson (guitar, banjo), Art Terry (gutbucket- yes, gutbucket!), Gary Church (cornet, banjo) and Jim Malhack (trombone, banjo) create a high- energy “Skiffle” band with heavy emphasis on jazz and comedy.  They present a polished blend of music and fun and are an instant hit wherever they perform.  The homemade instruments (washboard bass and washboard) provide a zany addition to the groups varied and eclectic repertoire, while the trumpet, trombone, clarinet, piano and banjo give the group a strong Dixieland feel.  Contacts are Bob Ringwald- 530-642-9552 (e-mail: ringwald@calweb.com) and Bill Gunter- 916-582-6265 (e-mail: Gunter.Bill@gmail.com).

Busy Bee Dog Productions is a family oriented performing dog show providing magical canine entertainment with trick and stunt trained dogs.  They have been performing for over seven years.  These multi-talented dogs dance and sing! Contact Lana Anderson at 530-878-3647 or e-mail: ljanderson@wizwire.com.  The web site is BusyBeeDogs.com.

Owen Baker Flynn is a regular performer at San Francisco’s Pier 39.  Quoting from the Official Web Site: Ob-Flynn.com,  Owen was “Rocketed to Earth as an infant from the dying planet Krypton--Oh wait! That's someone else's bio.  Owen Baker-Flynn was born on a small island off the coast of New York. Manhattan! And he's been writing better jokes ever since.  He attended the University of Rhode Island and Rhode Island College, majoring in Theater.  He studied mime at Marcel Marceau's Mime School in Paris (the actual French name for the school has been lost to antiquity).  He studied acting at the American Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York City as well as the Jean Shelton School in San Francisco. Along the way he has picked up all sorts of extraordinary skills such as juggling, hat tricks, devil sticks, fire eating, and jellybean spitting. Only a relatively recent college graduate, he also studied Emergency Medicine at City College of San Francisco.  Currently he takes Voiceover classes at VoiceTrax San Francisco in Sausalito. 

 

Owen Baker-Flynn has been performing in the Bay Area with annoying regularity for over twenty years.  He has also been seen on TV and in the Movies, as well as corporate videos.  His wife is an award-winning teacher at Alvarado Elementary School in San Francisco and is a Certified Lunar Rock Handler. Along the way, Owen has won awards in mime and cartooning. He has two children, a 12 year-old daughter and a six year-old son who tolerate his existence.”

Gordon Ohliger calls himself a “banjo ologist”.  He transcends the cartoon stereotype of the banjo to reveal it as an instrument of full emotional subtlety.  As an internationally touring multi-instrumentalist, he is recognized as the only musician accomplished in all the banjo styles from its 19th century African/Yankee roots to the present.                          Mr. Ohliger provides cheerful programs that include early folk music, minstrel showtunes, ragtime, early hot-jazz, novelty vaudeville, bluegrass, and swing- all from the actual vintage instruments of each era. 

Utilizing rare museum-quality 4, 5, 6 and 8-string banjos, a witty Mark Twain-like           commentary of your local landmarks, and your great-grandmother's favorite songs, each   age of America's multiculture comes alive, to reveal the enduring good things of life. 

Mr. Ohliger’s web site is Banjoman.com.        


The Solano Children’s Choir was founded in the summer of 2004 to encourage vocal musicianship in elementary and junior high students throughout Solano County.  It is run through the City of Fairfield, and is open to students from 8 to 16 years of age.  The Amy Blanc Elementary School Choir is made up of 4th and 5th graders.  The groups sing at a variety of events through the year, including the Youth Cultural Arts Celebration, the Holy Names College Children’s Choir Festival, local senior citizen care homes and events in Westfield Shoppingtown Solano.  Contact Erin Norris at Amy Blanc School for more information- 707-421-4100 or e-mail: erinN@fsusd.k12.ca.us)
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